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The Canadian Native Flag 

[excerpted from The Flag Shop website] 
http://www.canadiannativeflag.ca/about-canadian-native-flag/ 

“Standing together in support of 
each other.” 

I wanted to create a design that 
represents both my cultural     
heritage and the country I live     
in …even with all of the difficult 
situations we have faced, I still 
love the country I live in and am 
proud to call myself a Canadian 
…and a First Nations Canadian.   

The symbolism of the flag:  The 
two designs on the red side bands 
are K’utala-Salmon.  Salmon 
seemed the perfect way to convey 
the importance of family, friend-
ships, and strength in numbers. 
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The flag should fill this primary condi-
tion: ... it must ... be a flag.  And it 
must be a simple design, recognizable 
at a distance, a bright, clear note in the 
sky.  A balanced and harmonious com-
position which will carry its meaning 
unfolding or fluttering in the wind.  

— Guy Viau, Québec Arts Council, 1963  

There are as many types of people 
living here in Canada as there are 
types of salmon.  I would like see 
us coming together in the future, 
not only my First Nations people, 
but all of Canada. 

Salmon are known for dependabil-
ity and renewal.  Kwakwaka’wakw 
people think of them as a provider 
and a symbol of fertility and good 
health.  The salmon is the source 
of life for our people and we     
depend upon the salmon as our 
main food source in the past,    
present, and hopefully the future. 

The design within the maple leaf is 
a head of a killer whale in the shape 
of an oval. The killer whale head is 
surrounded by some traditional use 
designs called split “U” shapes. 

By Curtis Wilson  (Kwakwaka’wakw artist)  
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Toronto’s City Flag – an Unappreciated Iconic Design  
By Scott Mainwaring 

Many Canadian city flags are heral-
dic banners of some form, based 
on municipal coats of arms.  In 
1974, Toronto’s was no exception, 
looking something like this:  

According to Toronto’s city     
website, Mayor William Dennison 
complained, “It’s not really a flag at 
all.  It’s just another good way of 
displaying the city’s coat of arms.”  
Why Dennison had such good in-
stincts on flag design, or if he even 
said this is unclear (his term as 
mayor ended in 1972, so if he said 
this in 1974, it was as a former 
mayor).  In any case, Toronto’s city 
council ran a flag design competi-

tion offering a $500 savings bond 
for the winning entry.  “Entry 
kits” were distributed at city hall, 
libraries, and schools.  The 700+ 
submissions were sealed in a vault 
until they could all be judged   
together by a committee of four 
aldermen and one alderwoman. 

In 1974 the national flag’s symbol 
was not yet even 10 years old, and 

nearly half of the submissions    
included its maple leaf; including 
the winner (#582) created by a     
21-year-old graphic design student, 
Renato De Santis. 

The flag is a stylized T-shaped   
depiction of Toronto’s city hall:  
two office towers that curve around 
a circular central building contain-
ing the council chambers (repre-
sented by the maple leaf).  Viljo 
Revell’s 1965 modernist master-
piece remains a major Toronto 
landmark and public plaza. 

When Toronto swallowed up its 
neighbor cities to form a “mega-
city” in the late 1990s, it held a   

Newspaper advertisement for the flag 
contest, in glorious 1970s funkiness. 

Renato De Santis’s winning 1974 design for the City of Toronto.  
Its original proportions were 2:3, modified in 1999 to 1:2. 

“Opening Week, New City Hall” 
(September 1965 photo by the  

Toronto Fire Department). 

Metro Toronto’s coat of arms, 1997.             
Is that beaver huge, or is that bear tiny? 

Submission by Lisa Cabral to Toronto’s 
1974 flag competition, featuring the 
shield from the city’s coat of arms. 
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second competition to design its 
flag.  The prize increased to $3,000 
and design criteria become more 
stringent:  no more than 5 colors, 
“should not include the Toronto 
logo, but may include elements of 
the official coat of arms”, and the 
proportions should be 3 x 6 feet 
and reduced to an 8.5 x 11 inch 
sheet of paper.  (Curiously, no met-
ric system applied here!)  Entries 
were pre-selected by “professional 
graphic designers” with the city 
council having the final say. 

This second competition was a 
bust.  Only 161 designs were sub-
mitted and the council didn’t like 
any of them, so it asked municipal 
design staff to create proposals 
(thus saving $3,000 in award mon-
ey, instead spending staff salaries).  
Renato De Santis was involved in  
reviewing these, and suggested that 
the council just stay with his design 
(reformatted to 1:2)—which it did, 
by a vote of 31 to 14. 

Responding to an excellent 2012 
blog article on the flag’s history,     
a number of commenters see the  
maple leaf as dated and distracting.  

And “Make Toronto’s flag cool 
again” was #4 of 34 “big ideas to 
improve our city”, listed in another 
Toronto blog in 2012: 

Today, [the flag] has no presence:  Our 
cultural trademarks are the CN Tower 
and OCAD University on stilts.       
Toronto needs to get less corporate, more 
campy, and fly our flag everywhere. 

—Nadja Sayej, ArtStars* art critic 

Sayej makes a good point about the 
limited use of the current flag.  In a 
recent visit, I saw it flying only at 
City Hall (where it can be found in 
abundance) and the convention 
center.  In current use, it appears to 
represent the metropolitan govern-
ment, but not in any more direct 
way the city and its people—the 
fate of many city flags which have 
not been embraced by their citizens. 

Perhaps now that infamous crack-
smoking mayor Rob Ford has left 
Toronto city hall for rehab, could it 
be time for a new design?  Or will 
the De Santis ’70s flag persevere? 

Thus the De Santis design has so 
far prevailed in two different 
competitions, each yielding many 
high-quality proposals (especially 
by U.S. city flag standards).   

The centerpiece of his design—
Canada’s maple leaf—has drawn 
the most criticism.  When the flag 
is inverted, it becomes a kind of 
fig leaf over a crotch.   

Design examples from the 1974 (top) and 1999 (bottom) competitions. 

A disgruntled Torontonian’s opinion 
shortly after the flag’s unveiling. 

For more information, see: 

“What the Toronto flag might have looked like” by 
Chris Bateman (3/3/12):  http://www.blogto.com/
city/2012/03/
what_the_toronto_flag_might_have_looked_like/ 

http://www.thegridto.com/city/local-news/toronto-
the-better/ 

“City of Toronto flag” article on www.toronto.ca, the 
city’s official website. 

“Toronto, Ontario” by John Purcell, in Canadian City 
Flags (Raven, a Journal of Vexillology, vol. 18, NAVA, 
2011). 
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In our July meeting, hosted by Ted 
Kaye, a record 16 PFA members 
enjoyed a lively evening of flags 
and other wide-ranging topics.   

Patrick Genna challenged members 
to identify the Kazakh flag.  He     
described the latest doings of the 
Thai Flag Association and how he 
has encouraged it to expand its  
focus beyond the national flag.     
For Bastille Day, he showed a 
French flag acquired at Goodwill. 

As his grandfather had recently 
died, Liam Cushman described 
how the funeral displayed two flags 
honoring his heritage:  Irish and 
Vatican.  Then Liam’s mother, 
Kate, showed the County Kilkenny 
flag in honor of her father. 

Max Liberman shared images of 
several flags he’d observed in the 
recent Portland Gay Pride Parade. Using his TV screen as a display, 

Ted Kaye showed the new Cana-
dian Native Flag (see p. 1), several 
World Cup commemorative flags 
(see p. 6), and a collection of Gay 
Pride flags spotted by Al Cavalari, 
the noted Philadelphia-phile, in 
the parade there in June (see p. 7), 
and supported other presenters. 

Ken Dale told of Dear Abby’s 
publishing his letter in 2001 about 
ill-treatment of flags, which said  
users’ hearts were in the right 
place but their brains were not. 

Larry Snyder spoke of his fellow 
boater, the late Bo Knab, who 
flew a tremendous US flag on his 
sailboat every Independence Day 
(see p. 7). 

July 2014 Flutterings You Need to Know 

Lindsey Matson, at Elmer’s since 
March, told how she has come to 
love flags and promote good flag 
design using Good Flag, Bad Flag. 

Keryn Anchel, in sales at Elmer’s, 
described her role in graphics—
often improving customer designs.  

Lindsey Matson and Keryn Anchel 
regale the crowd with Elmer’s stories. 

Kate Cushman honors her late father’s origins in County Kilkenny, Ireland. 

Portland’s Gay Pride Parade flags,      
as drawn by Max Liberman. 
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Scott Mainwaring brought several 
items, including a Daisuke Oka-
moto drawing he’d bought at the 
artist’s gallery (see VT #45) and 
an image of Mississippi municipal 
flags.  He led a discussion on the 
flag of the NYPD. 

David Ferriday continued his   
exploration of flags designed to 
hang limp from a pole, and debut-
ed his “Swedish Indoor Flag”.  
He shared a Pedal Palooza ad  
using the Portland flag, and a 
Portland Thorns flag (see p. 10). 

Carl Larson introduced “Intersec-
tion Repair”—neighbors painting 
streets as community artworks—
and identified a prospect resem-
bling the Portland flag (see p. 10), 
unfortunately already painted.  He 
described his family’s flag busi-
ness, and showed a specially-made 
US flag sewn to hang downward. 

Michael Orelove displayed the   
latest flags he’d received from  
foreign governments, and related 
how the Holland American Line 
had graciously given him flags on 
his recent Alaska cruise. 

Our next meeting will be at the 
Lodge at Oswego Pointe, as guests 
of our generous host, Larry Snyder, 
on September 11.  With our grow-
ing numbers, we appreciate the 
larger spaces! 

What would a Swedish flag look like   
if designed to hang limp?                    

David Ferriday displays the answer. 

Carl Larson’s grandfather made          
US flags sewn so they would appear 
correctly when hanging downward. 

The t-shirt worn by Liam Cushman 
bears the classic question posed by 

English comedian Eddie Izzard. 

When Michael Orelove reported the 
size of the flag sent by Slovakia,      

the Czechs raised the bar. 

Jessie Spillers examines Scott Main-
waring’s Daisuke Okamoto drawing. 

As if answering Liam (and Eddie),          
Ken Dale sports his own t-shirt     

with a handsome flag.  
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Recognizing the 2014 FIFA World Cup (under way during our July meeting), we displayed some flags found on-line.                    
A challenge:  Identify the error in the flag at lower-right.  Hint—it has to do with group placement. 

Roundup 

Recently, my daughter-in-law, Pam 
Turlove, hosted a Multicultural 
Night at Lakes Elementary School 
in Lacey, Washington, and bor-
rowed my national flags for display.  
The annual event celebrates diverse  
cultures—an educational and     
entertaining evening with food, 
performances, and activities.      
Students dressed in clothing      
representing their various cultural 
heritages, and the flags made the 
night colorful and festive. 

By Michael Orelove 

Multicultural Night with Flags 
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The flag of Nepal is the latest addi-
tion to my collection of national 
flags.  A gift from my brother, it is 
the only non-rectangular national 
flag in the world.  

The Leather Flag represents male and 
female leather gays. 

The Bear Flag (“bears” are fuzzy gay 
guys with lots of chest hair and beards).   

The “flaggots” are an LGBT performing 
color guard that twirls flags while 

marching in patterns. 

The Boy Leather Flag represents    
male gays into leather.  

Al Cavalari reports on the June 8 
Philadelphia Gay Pride Parade: 

By Michael Orelove 

Nepal:  One Flag – Four Hands 

Jonathon, Pam, and Hannah Turlove hold the flag of Nepal.                                    
It took four hands to hold the flag for the photo. 

The flag likely originated in the 
late 19th century from two trian-
gular flags that flew one above 
the other.  The top triangle has a 
white emblem of the moon and 
the bottom triangle has a white 
emblem of the sun. 

Every 4th of July for over 30 years, 
Portlanders at the Willamette River 
fireworks show enjoyed the patriotic 
display of a huge US flag (25’x40’) 

from yachtsman Bo Knab’s sailboat     
Luscious, a tradition which           

continued until his death this year. 
The Hispanic Yellow Pages, as advertised 

on a downtown Portland news stand. 
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Book Review Flags of “American Nations” 

National Flag Design 

Longtime NAVA member Hank 
Gardner has self-published a detailed 
analysis of the designs of the flags of 
the 192 UN member countries.       
In it he explores their primary design 
elements, colors, and symbols.   

PFA members saw a copy at their 
May meeting.  With over 220 pages 
with color illustrations, it is available 
at www.dorrancebookstore.com for 
$60 + $2 shipping. 

Colin Woodard, in American Na-
tions:  A History of the Eleven Rival 
Regional Cultures of North America, 
describes several Americas—each  
a distinct nation. 

“The borders of my eleven Ameri-
can nations are reflected in…the 
distribution of linguistic dialects, 
the spread of cultural artifacts, the 
prevalence of different religious 
denominations, and the county-by-
county breakdown of voting in 
virtually every hotly contested 
presidential race in our history.” 

“…my observations refer to the 
dominant culture, not the individ-
ual inhabitants, of each region.” 

See more at: http://www.tufts.edu/
alumni/magazine/fall2013/features/up-
in-arms.html#sthash.9MzFsbqU.dpuf 

After an article on his book     
appeared in Tufts Magazine, its 
readers proposed flags for each 
nation.  They generally follow US 
design traditions, and usually 
combine elements of existing 
flags, often in a humorous or   
creative way. 
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What Was that Flag?  Answers to the last quiz 

Can you name these nine flags and identify the unifying theme?             
Answers in the next issue… 

By Scott Mainwaring 

The theme linking these flags:  
they appeared in the last seven 
issues of the Vexilloid Tabloid.  
Congratulations to all who     
spotted the connection. 

By Scott Mainwaring 

The Buddhist flag  (VT #45) 

County Wicklow, Ireland  (VT #44) 

The group “Anonymous”  (VT #43) 

Portland flag in the colors of the Portland 
Thorns women’s soccer team  (VT#42) 

Hundertwasser’s Koru Flag for        
New Zealand  (VT #41) 

Chicago Blackhawks  (VT #40) 

Nelson County, Virginia  (VT #39) 

What’s that Flag? 
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Portland Flag Miscellany 

September Meeting 
The next meeting of the Portland 
Flag Association will be at 7 p.m., 
Thursday, Sept. 11, 2014, at the 
Lodge at Oswego Pointe (home of 
Larry Snyder):  5000 Oswego 
Pointe Dr., Lake Oswego, OR  
97034.   See the map at right.  

We look forward to seeing those of 
you who have missed recent meet-
ings, and hear some new stories, see 
some different flags, and engage in 
provocative discussion. 

If you can’t get to the meeting,  
perhaps you can give the editor 
something to share with readers. 

The Vexilloid Tabloid , founded in 1999 by the late John Hood, is published bi-monthly                                     
by and for the Portland Flag Association—Portland, Oregon, U.S.A.  Find back issues at www.portlandflag.org. 

The Portland city flag flies in       
Rostrenen, Brittany               

[currently occupied by France].   
Courtesy of Philippe & Sophie Rault. 

The PFA flag at the Thai Flag Museum. The popular new Portland Flag sticker,      
available at Elmer’s Flag & Banner.  

Note the clever use of “OR” for       
“Oregon” inside the word “Portland”. 

The offset intersection of NE 8th Ave. 
& Holland St. forms a near-perfect     

Portland Flag.  It might have been a 
candidate for an “Intersection Repair”, 

but it has since been painted! 
The Lang Syne Society celebrated its 
centennial with Portland city flags. 

The Portland Thorns women’s soccer 
team now has a flag. 


