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... despite the absence of any
international regulation or treaty
requiring a national flag, without
exception every country has
adopted at least one.
—Whitney Smith,

organizer of modern vexillology.

By Scott Mainwaring

FIAV, the International Federation
of Vexillological Associations, has
called 1 October 1961 the “birthday of modern vexillology” as it
marks the debut of the world’s
first journal of flag studies: Gerhard Grahl and Whitney Smith’s
Flag Bulletin. This birthday, I think,
calls for an annual celebration of
all things vexillological: World
Vexillology Day; Vexiday for short.
Heraldists have International
Heraldry Day (June 10th), pirates
have International Talk Like A
Pirate Day (September 19th)—is it
not time that flag enthusiasts got
their day in the sun? This April I
pitched this idea to my colleagues
in the Portland Flag Association,
who thought it had potential for
expanding public awareness of
vexillology, especially among
young people—and generally
having fun with flags. With a
unanimous vote, the PFA became
the first member of FIAV to support the idea and to agree to celebrate the inaugural Vexiday this
Saturday, 1 October.
Since then, 14 FIAV member associations around the world, includ-

ing just last month the North
American Vexillological Association (NAVA), have followed suit.
The PFA will be marking Vexiday
with a flag show-and-tell event in
a public space here in Portland.
Scholars in Eastern Europe will
observe it at the First Georgian
National Conference of Vexillology and Heraldry. Italian vexillologists are organizing a public event
at Sforza Castle in Milan. How will
you be celebrating? You might
consider joining a flag association,
displaying your favorite flag at your
home, submitting a design to a flag
contest, praising vexillology online
(use hashtag #vexiday), or just raising a toast to Whitney Smith or
another flag luminary. Let us know
at info@vexiday.org.
For more information on Vexiday,
visit www.vexiday.org. On social
media, follow Vexiday on Facebook at facebook.com/
vexillologyday, on Twitter at
twitter.com/vexiday, on Instagram
at Instagram.com/vexiday, and on
Tumblr at vexiday.tumblr.com.
Let’s take one day a year to celebrate flags, flag studies, and flag
design, every October 1st!

If you wish to compliment the editor, or to contribute in the future, contact Ted Kaye
at 503-223-4660 or editor@portlandflag.org. If you wish to complain, call your mother.
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September 2016 Flutterings You Need to Know
In our September meeting, hosted
by Dave Anchel, 17 PFA members
enjoyed a lively 3+hour evening of
flags. In the customary role of the
host, Dave genially moderated the
discussion.

Jerry Fest celebrates 50 years of Star Trek with one of the many flags that have
represented the United Federation of Planets (based on the UN flag).

Jerry Fest, recalling that very day as
the 50th anniversary of the debut
of Star Trek, displayed one of the
flags of the United Federation of
Planets, clearly inspired by the
United Nations flag.
Fred Paltridge described his new
home on S.E. 164th and offered to

host our next meeting there.
Keryn Anchel brought cupcakes
and shared some flags and stories
from her recent tour of Spain—
including Barcelona—as well as a
new Elmer’s item—an Oregon flag
T-shirt with appropriate images on
front and back.

Several American flags are retired to
the Pledge of Allegiance.

The proceedings began with a
solemn retirement of worn-out
American flags, led by Michael
Orelove, who read the relevant
section of the U.S. Flag Code.
We recognized the 5th anniversary
of the Anchel family’s ownership
of Elmer’s Flag & Banner, and
Mike Hales’ retirement.
October 2016

Keryn Anchel explains a the L’Estelada Blava” she’d recently acquired
in Barcelona, as David Koski looks on.
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Dave Anchel explained the history and meaning of an unusual flag turned in by
a customer during the Confederate Flag controversy last year.

Dear Abby published Ken Dale’s
flag-related letter in 2002.

Ken Dale shared his usual incisive
commentary, including an observation that the just-concluded Rio
Olympics were the first summer
games actually held in the winter
(in the Southern Hemisphere).
He read his 2002 Dear Abby letter
about replacing worn U.S. flags.
Nathaniel Mainwaring, inspired
by previous meetings’ discussions
about good flag design, used
Minecraft to design the worst flag.
He intentionally featured words,
3-D images, double sides, and
several colors on his “bad flag”.

Nathaniel Mainwaring shares his
intentionally-bad flag design.

Jessie Spillers led the rating of
Nathaniel’s flag—members scored
it, averaging close to zero (some
scores were negative).
Dave Anchel showed a historic
South Carolina flag (the “Citadel
Battery Flag”), which an Elmer’s
customer had turned in to the store
after the Charleston shootings.
Max Liberman shared and then
gave away a very detailed flag of
Andalucía, Spain.

Max Liberman stumps the crowd with
the flag of Andalucía, Spain.

Ted Kaye debuted a replica house
flag of the 1893–1962 British shipping line Kaye Son & Co. He also
gave away a large Soviet banner
and previewed the huge replica
Evergreen Home Guards flag that
will be used at NAVA 50.
Scott Mainwaring led the group in
answering the most recent quiz—
on Apple’s Olympic watchbands
styled on national flags and sporting colors (see p. 11). He also
Continued on next page

Ted Kaye shows the house flag of the
Kaye Son & Co. shipping line.
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September 2016 Flutterings — Continued
described the progress in promoting World Vexillology Day (see
p. 1); Max Liberman volunteered
to organize the PFA’s event for
1 October. He then showed his
newly-acquired mechanical
“waving flag” (“as shown on TV”).
Mike Hale brought several historic
flags collected in the Bicentennial
era, manufactured by Ajax, Dettra,
and Paramount Flags. It usually
took several “unfolds” for us to
identify them, but we got them all.
Patrick Genna led a discussion
speculating on why Macau’s flag is
green (rather than red as in the
PRC and Hong Kong flags).

David Koski shows images of protests
against the Dakota Access Pipeline.

The Waving Flag (as seen on TV) is
demonstrated by Scott Mainwaring.

David Koski brought images of
tribal flag use gleaned from press
coverage of Dakota Access Pipeline protests. He also reflected on
his design training of 45 years ago
and how it emphasized the distinction between logo and symbol.
Our next meeting will be at the
new home of Fred Paltridge on
10 November; the first time he has
hosted a meeting. Fred took the
Portland Flag Association flag
home with him—the customary
task of the next host.

“Why is Macau’s flag green?”,
asks Patrick Genna (see p. 9).
Mike Hale shares a historic flag from
his Bicentennial collection.

Erick Watkins reported on his
efforts to drive flag-change in
Vancouver. While the city is
receptive, the process is very slow.

Erick Watkins shows a Vancouver
proposal inspired by Aberdeen’s flag.
October 2016

David Ferriday reported on a visit
to Grand Junction, Col., where he
saw folk art featuring flags. He
brought the desktop flagstaff from
the TS Bremen, along with the cabin
chart from the voyage he and his
wife made on that ship in 1962.

David Ferriday recalls his 1962 cruise on
the TS Bremen, with the cabin chart.
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Roundup
Ron Strachan, longtime PFA friend,
writes from Darwin, NT, Australia:
“U.S. Consul General to Melbourne
Frankie Reed and her assistant recently visited my shop (National
Flags, the most colourful shop in
Darwin). She was here on official
business matters and after talking
flags (as I do!) they asked me to
quote on a 12 ft x 18 ft USA flag,

Aussie-made, which I can do—BUT
I have contacted Elmer’s and have
got a price from them just in case, as
I think this is fair and business-like.

By Michael Orelove

The illustration includes many
flags, as well as important British
personalities such as the queen.

Kathleen and I enjoy doing jigsaw
puzzles. We take a photo of the
completed puzzle for our album.
Kathleen’s daughter and son-in-law
recently sent us a 1,000-piece puzzle: “I Love Great Britain”. For
the traditional photo, I put the
completed puzzle on a Union Jack.

“A friend and I from the AustralianAmerican Association (NT Division)
then took them both to the Darwin
Sailing Club for a drink or two in the
sunset, 32°c (90°F) at 5:00 PM.”

Ron Strachan and U.S. Consul Frankie
Reed in his Darwin flag shop.

Detail of the “I Love Great Britain”
jigsaw puzzle, with Queen Elizabeth,
Princess Diana, & Winston Churchill.

In VT#58, we challenged readers
to improve the U.S. flag from a
design perspective. Ted Kaye
suggested returning to a 13-star,
13-stripe flag based on the original
“Francis Hopkinson” 3-2-3-2-3
star arrangement. Now the U.S.
Olympic Team appears to concur;
it uses an identical design.

Portlander David Burdick recently trekked 185 miles solo on the Annapurna and
Dhaulagiri circuits. At Thorung-La, Nepal (the highest pass on the Annapurna
trail—altitude 5,416 m./17,769 ft.), he took this selfie with prayer flags for us.
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How Albany, Oregon, Got a Flag
By Cole Pouliot

its website at vexillalbany.pw.

Albany has a flag!

GUAVA continued to meet weekly
every Wednesday at lunch, researching vexillology and city flags
in particular. The group created its
own flag, motto, and handshake,
and even had Tshirts made.

In November 2015, a handful of
my students at West Albany High
School were watching TED talks at
lunch, as they often do. One TED
talk piqued their interest—Roman
Mars speaking on “Why city flags
may be the worstdesigned thing
you've never noticed”.
I contacted our mayor, Sharon
Konopa, and asked two questions:
1) Does Albany have a city flag?
2) Would you be receptive to our
class creating some flag proposals?
She promptly responded that the
city had a logo but no flag, and
encouraged us to continue to
research vexillology and create
some flag proposals.
On 20 January 2016, after students
returned from winter break, the
group officially founded the
“Greater Unified Albany Vexillological Association” (GUAVA).
Sixteen students attended the
meeting, which was publicized in
a school-wide announcement.
They elected a president, Taylor
Pokorney; vice president, Tanner
Mills; assistant vice president, Tia
Bitz; and webmaster, Kyle Smith;
Later Luis Morales was appointed
treasurer and Cramer Strader
Sprague the official Flag Connoisseur and designer. Other distinguished members included Daniel
Thompson, Nashoba Nelson,
Nathan Elliot, and Casey Smith.
I became the self-appointed czar of
the group. GUAVA also opened
October 2016

On 16 March Mayor Konopa
attended a GUAVA meeting.
We showed her the Roman Mars
TED talk and then presented a
PowerPoint with our favored proposal for Albany and its symbolism. Afterwards, GUAVA members felt their presentation didn’t
effectively convey the need for a
city flag, so I contacted the Portland Flag Association for ideas.
The PFA responded with a wealth
of information and a slide show
detailing the five principles of good
flag design. They also sent a dozen
Good Flag, Bad Flag booklets.
On 27 April GUAVA made an
improved presentation to the city
council. The council decided to
run a flag contest to gather input
and interest from Albany citizens.
Councilor Ray Kopczynski volunteered a $100 prize for the winning
design. (See the council session at
https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=OAHs_dtpOhA.)
On 12 May the PFA welcomed
several members of GUAVA to its
bi-monthly meeting. The PFA
very generously provided a wealth
of information on flags as well as
some nice flags the students and
teachers got to take home—a real
treat for budding vexos.

At the City of Albany, public information officer Marilyn Smith
sprang into action. She and her
coworkers created a page on the
city’s website (cityofalbany.net/
flag) to promote the contest and as
a place for people to rank the flags.
The city issued several news releases that prompted several articles in
the local paper, the Albany Democrat-Herald, and some freelance
bloggers running articles about the
contest. Smith also gathered a
committee to review the submitted
designs and made a great effort to
get a good cross-section of the city
residents with an emphasis on local artists, graphic designers, people knowledgeable of the city’s
past, and people knowledgeable in
vexillology.
The contest followed this timeline:
31 May–5 July: 40 designs were
submitted, including two from
students at OAK elementary
school, 13 from a designer in
Slovenia, and the remainder mostly
from Albany residents.
6 July: The Albany Flag review
committee, comprising seven
members, met to pick the finalist
designs: Cramer StraderSprague,
West Albany High School student,
GUAVA member; Corey Barton,
graphic designer and owner of No
Dinx; Oscar Hult, graphic designer
and owner of The Natty Dresser;
Shannon Willard, retired Linn
County treasurer, active with the
Albany Regional Museum; John
Boock, Jr., attorney, art gallery
owner, local patron of the arts;
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Marilyn Smith, public information
officer; and me, Cole Pouliot,
teacher at West Albany High
School, GUAVA advisor.
The group followed a process to
review and narrow down the 40
submissions and pick five finalists,
following guidance provided by
Ted Kaye of the PFA:
1. Define the purpose: to pick the
top five, not the winner. 2. Commit to confidentiality. 3. Agree
that we could change or combine
the designs (although none were
made). 4. Present the principles
of good flag design. 5. Select all
designs any committee member
“likes” (this thinned the designs to
a group of 13). 6. Group similar
designs together and remove any
duplicative designs by consensus
(this left seven designs). 7. Rank
the remaining designs by all members on a scale of 0–10. 8. Select
the five designs with the highest
average ratings as the finalists.
The five finalists were then posted
on the city website and on posters
at City Hall and the Main Library
and were published in the local
Democrat-Herald. The community
was then asked to vote on the
designs with the same 0–10 scale.
While these were posted I contacted the People’s Flag of Milwaukee
and asked for help. Steve Kodis
did an amazing job of converting
the images to more usable formats
as well as “cleaning up” all five
designs. He also changed the colors slightly to ease the process of
creating the official flag when it
was selected. He mocked up how

each design would look as a flag.
8 August: The public response
closed. 258 rating sheets were
completed: 209 online, 37 via
paper ballot at City Hall, and 12
at the Main Library. All but 24
of the ballots listed addresses within Albany’s city limits. City staff
tabulated the ratings (at right).
10 August: The public ratings
were submitted to the city council.
After some debate, the city council
adopted “Confluence and Crossroads”, the flag with the highest
average public rating, as the city’s
official flag. An “A” for Albany
is formed by the Calapooia and
Willamette Rivers and the intersection of I-5 and US-20, a nod to the
nickname “Hub City”. The green
background symbolizes the timber,
grass seed, parks, and our designation as a tree city.
28 September: The city council
will recognize the Greater Unified
Albany Vexillological Association
and Councilor Kopczynski will
present his $100 prize. GUAVA
will donate it back to the city as
seed money to create and distribute
the flags throughout the city.
11 November: The flag will be
raised at the old courthouse during
the annual Veteran’s Day Parade in
Albany.

“Confluence and Crossroads” 6.9

“Bridge” 5.2

“Purple” 4.9

“A-Tree” 4.5

In less than a year, the Albany City
Flag went from an idea to a reality,
thanks to GUAVA, the PFA, the
City of Albany, and the People’s
Flag of Milwaukee.
Cole Pouliot, GUAVA czar, teaches
mathematics at West Albany High School
“Circle” 3.1
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The Flag of Null Island
By Ted Kaye

When a global positioning system
(GPS) doesn’t know where it
should go, it has to go somewhere.
It defaults to “zero-zero”, mapper’s shorthand for zero degrees
latitude and zero degrees longitude—where the Prime Meridian
and the Equator intersect.
It’s an isolated spot in the Atlantic
Ocean, about 1,000 miles off the
coast of Africa. Map nerds with
a sense of humor have named the
imaginary location “Null Island”,
where digital maps send “bad”
requests.
Imaginative proponents have gone
on to describe the Republic of Null
Island as “one of the smallest and
least-visited nations on Earth. Situated where the Prime Meridian
crosses the Equator, Null Island
sits 1,600 kilometers off the western coast of Africa.”
The Wall Street Journal recently
featured the island, writing “This
lonely way station in the Gulf of
Guinea is, according to its website,

The putative flag of Null Island.

a thriving republic with a population of 4,000, a roaring economy,
a tourism bureau, a unique native
language, and the world’s highest
per capita use of Segway scooters.
In the realm of digital cartography,
it is one of the most-visited places
in the world. The only problem
for its millions of visitors is that
there isn’t much to see.”
The website says “Our ancestors
were a mix of adventurous
European sailors and unfortunate
Africans who were swept out to
sea and survived long enough to
make landfall. Today, most
people speak a mix of Portuguese,
English, Yoruba, and Igbo that can
only be described as ‘Nullish’.”

Of course, Null Island has a flag.
The website asserts “The first
thing that most people notice
about the flag of the Republic
of Null Island is its unusual colors.
Because almost all of the male
population is colorblind, Null
Islanders did not choose the reds
and greens so commonly found
on other flags.
“Our flag is a simple one. The
stripes bind the blue of the sea
with orange, the color of African
celebration, and the gray of the
Taro, our staple food. The central
medallion commemorates our
unique location at Latitude 0,
Longitude 0.”
The Null Island website concludes
with: “The better you know Null
Island, the more you will say, ‘It’s
like No Place on Earth!’”.
[This material was first shared with
the PFA in its July meeting.]

Null Island’s location:
0° Latitude, 0° Longitude.
October 2016

The map of Null Island, as shown
on its website.

Source: The Wall Street Journal 7/14/16;
http://www.nullisland.com/flag.html
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1993 Proposals for Macau’s Flag

Patrick Genna posed the question:
“Why is the flag of Macau (above)
green, rather than red like those of
the People’s Republic of China and
Hong Kong?”
In our September meeting he
shared the images of the finalist
designs as observed by our friend
Nozomi Kariyasu of JAVA during
a 2007 visit to Macau and illustrated on FOTW (one omitted here).
The PFA speculation: Three of
the proposals were half green and
half red, a likely nod to the flag of
Portugal, the former colonial ruler.
While most of the rest were all red,
the design chosen was based on
the sole green proposal as a form
of compromise—between Portugal
(green) and the PRC (solid color).
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Powell Boulevard’s Flag Parade
By Ted Kaye

One of Southeast Portland’s
longest streets, Powell Boulevard
provides a bounty of flags for the
enthusiastic observer, usually in
the service of God or Mammon.
One August day it showed this diverse display of national, religious,
commercial, and symbolic flags.

Puddletown Organics (a locally-owned marijuana dispensary—cash only).

Burgerville (a locally-sourced fast-food restaurant chain founded in 1961).
Tịnh Xá Minh Quang Buddhist Temple.

Tịnh Xá Minh Quang Buddhist Temple.
Superior Fence & Construction.

Curtis Trailers RV sales lot.

A Mexican food cart.

Scottish Country Shop.
October 2016

A Ukrainian-owned auto repair shop.

A Cuban food cart.
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What’s that Flag?

What Was that Flag? Answers to the last quiz

By Tony Burton

By Scott Mainwaring

Can you name these seven flags,
and explain the common theme?

These limited-edition watchbands
for the Apple Watch represented
14 of the countries competing in
the 2016 Rio de Janeiro Olympics.

Answers in the next issue…

This was a devilishly difficult challenge, as the patterns might or
might not evoke national flags, and
even then, being limited to rectilinear shapes, sometimes merely represent the colors of flags rather
than their charges.

Mexico

Australia

USA

Brazil

Jamaica

New Zealand

Solving the quiz took some
knowledge of national sporting
colors and guesswork about the
likely countries to be represented.
Congrats to Mike Thomas and
John Cartledge who scored 100%.

Canada

South Africa

The Netherlands

Japan

France

Great Britain

China

Germany
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Portland Flag Miscellany

Portland flags at a Timbers game—
The Timbers Army, the most raucous
and committed fans of our champion
Major League Soccer team, often uses
the city’s flag in demonstrations.
This Wikipedia article on the Portland
flag shows the image above, along
with the image below of the flag
upside-down (anyone want to fix it?).
In August, the Timbers Army and the community service organization
Stand Together unveiled a mural to commemorate the 5th anniversary of Stand
Together Week, an annual volunteer community outreach event.
The design depicts symbols of Stand Together’s mission—images of a stack of
books, a gardening glove, and a futsal court, among others—along with symbols
of the Timbers’ and Thorns’ championships in 2013 and 2015. These are set inside
of an outline of the state of Oregon against a backdrop of the Portland flag.
The mural is 27.5 x 30 feet and towers over Section 211 of Providence Park.

November Meeting
The next meeting of the Portland
Flag Association will be at 7 PM,
Thursday, 10 November 2016, at
the home of Fred Paltridge,
3054 S.E. 164th Ave., Portland,
Oregon 97236.
See the map at right.
We look forward to seeing those
of you who have missed recent
meetings and engaging in provocative flag-related discussion.
Newcomers are welcome!
If you can’t get to the meeting,
perhaps you can give the editor
something to share with readers.
October 2016

The Vexilloid Tabloid , founded in 1999 by the late John Hood, is published bi-monthly by and for
the Portland Flag Association—Portland, Oregon, U.S.A. Find back issues at www.portlandflag.org.

