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An Open Letter to Members 

This issue of the Vexilloid Tab-

loid is late because much has been 

happening in our household.  

Within the same week, Vivian and 

I were both diagnosed with can-

cer.  Vivian’s is curable and is be-

ing aggressively treated.  Mine is 

probably not curable because it 

has metastasized, but it is treat-

able.  I have begun chemotherapy, 

which is a nuisance but has had 

minimal side effects so far.  The 

biggest side effect is lack of en-

ergy and marked apathy, thus the 

reason for this open letter. 

I want someone to assume the 

Editor/Publisher job, since I am 

having so much trouble concen-

trating on anything right now.  

The requirements are minimal—I 

had no experience editing when I 

started this six years ago.  All that 

is needed is a publishing software 

of some kind (I use Microsoft 

Publisher), a respect for grammar 

and punctuation, an eye for layout 

(which comes with practice) and 

an interest in what’s going on in 

vexillology on the upper left 

coast.  Mailings have been re-

duced to a minimum since the 

newsletter is now transmitted via 

An Open Letter to Members 1 

How Elements of Design Work 2 

Travels with Michael 3 

November 2010 Flutterings 4 

Next Meeting Announcement 5 

Flag Related Websites 6 

Flag Quiz 6 

  

  

INSIDE THIS ISSUE: 

A person gets from a 

symbol the meaning 

he puts into it.         

—The United States 

Supreme Court If you wish to compliment the editor, or to contribute in the future, contact John Hood 

at 503-238-7666 or vivijohn@comcast.net. If you wish to complain, call your mother. 

email in PDF format.  There are 

only four people who still require 

hard copies.  This will provide 

someone an opportunity to en-

hance their résumé and their curricu-

lum vitae. 

One of the most daunting tasks has 

been getting articles for the news-

letter.  Perhaps the new Editor will 

have better luck and not have to 

twist so many arms. 

With the forthcoming Oregon Flag 

Registry, this is an exciting time for 

our group and I look forward to 

being an integral part of it—I just 

don’t want to be tied to deadlines 

and expectations right now.  Some-

one must take over now or a very 

vibrant tool of our trade will be 

lost. 

By John Hood 
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The elements (and principles) of 

design are the building blocks used 

to create a work of art or—if you 

like—a flag.  

A good flag is based on the ele-

ments (and principles) of design.  

What are these?  Basically, line, 

shape (and form), value, color, 

mass (and space), texture, direction, 

balance, etc.  These elements are 

generally the criteria used when 

evaluating any design found in fur-

niture, clothing, footwear, automo-

biles, food product packaging, cor-

porate logos, and flags.  But not all 

of these are needed in a flag, which 

is much simpler.   

While a flag is not necessarily a 

work of art, it does require “art”.  So 

when making a flag, the elements 

help to organize a basic design.  By 

using the elements as a set of 

“rules”,  it makes the overall result 

successful.  Many corporate logo 

flags are excellent designs because 

they use criteria based on these ele-

ments.   

The guidebook Good Flag, Bad Flag: 

How to Design a Great Flag, by Ted 

Kaye, provides a foundation for 

designing a flag.  It provides basic 

information about making a flag 

based on five principles.  In this 

guidebook, the second principle, 

Meaningful Symbolism, is the most 

important to me. 

A flag design needs a skilled per-

son or persons (a collaboration) 

to illustrate shapes that become 

images.  However I cannot stress 

enough that the designer remains 

dependent on the history, heri-

tage, or popular identifiers that 

will become the primary symbol 

or Meaningful Symbolism.  It is 

not enough to illustrate a clever 

design—it has to mean something 

and more. 

In making a design for a flag, with 

all of the elements considered and 

applied, an overall perspective 

begins to appear in the relation-

ship of objects (images) to one 

another.  After the basic line and 

shape, mass and space begin to 

develop.  Then a “center of inter-

est” usually ties all of the elements 

into a kind of unified field.  A 

simple example might be the sin-

gle white star on Somalia’s light 

blue field.  A complicated exam-

ple might be the British Union 

Flag with all of its lines converg-

ing into its center locus (making 

crosses), finely balanced after 

these many years. 

Other principles come into play:  

can an image on a flag be seen at 

a reasonable distance?  From a 

distance the flag of Alaska ap-

pears as just a blue flag.  The ele-

ment of color is the next consid-

eration related to contrast or con-

trast value.  Does the image con-

trast well with its background or 

the background with its image?  

For example, is there enough con-

trast between the yellow sun and 

its white triangle in the Philippine 

flag?  Size or balance:  how big 

should the Albanian black eagle be 

on the red field?  Other elements of 

design not generally used are mono-

chromatic shading, shadow, light 

and dark values, etc., which are not 

usually relevant on flags.   

Another principle is symmetry, per-

haps through additional elements.  

A perfect symmetry is often found 

in some flags, even in the Union 

Flag with the clever placement of 

its “complicated” diagonals.  Other 

flags are asymmetrical but 

“balanced,” yet sometimes “busy” 

with too many colored lines, as in 

the South African flag.  

In conclusion, a skilled illustrator/

designer submits more than one 

design for a flag.  It is a way one 

can improve the variations for a 

final design.  After the flag is com-

pleted, the most important princi-

ple is:  Does the new flag have 

Meaningful Symbolism?  I think 

that this is lacking in many flags.  

Whether or not a flag is adopted 

officially, it is familiarity over time 

that cements the connection be-

tween a flag and an observer.  By 

this time its status no longer mat-

ters.   

One can create a flag out of noth-

ing and no matter how skilled the 

final product, if it does not neces-

sarily meet the Meaningful Symbol-

ism principle, it is just something 

that flies from a pole.  The most 

important criterion for me remains 

the second principle:  Does the de-

sign truly symbolize or represent 

the connection between the flag 

observer and the object of the flag?   

How Do the Elements 

of Design make a 

Good Flag and Mean-

ingful Symbolism? 

By Patrick Genna 
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Travels with Michael 

ers Memorial weekend (October 

2/3, 2010) and all those flags were at 

half staff, along with most other 

flags in the city. 

We went to the National Museum 

of American History and saw the 

original Star Spangled Banner, then 

took a tour of the Kennedy Center 

which has a Hall of Nations and a 

Hall of State Flags. The state flags 

are hung in the order in which they 

joined the union. The sequence 

concludes with the flags of the Dis-

trict of Columbia and Territories. 

Flags of countries with which the 

United States maintains diplomatic 

relations are hung in alphabetical 

order. The sequence begins with the 

flag of the United States and ends 

with the flag of the United Nations. 

We visited the National Cathedral. 

Woodrow Wilson is the only U.S. 

president buried in the National 

Cathedral in Washington D.C. 

Near his crypt is a representation of 

the Seal of the President of the 

Michael Orelove and Kathleen 

Forrest recently took a trip to Wash-

ington D.C. This is Michael's report: 

Stand on any street corner and look in 

any direction and you will see flags. I 

thought I was either in Elmer's Flag 

& Banner or John Hood's house. I 

took a few selected photos. 

 Fifty American flags surround the 

base of the Washington Monu-

ment ,symbolizing the 50 states. We 

were there during National Firefight-

United States as it looked when he 

was president. The eagle is facing the 

arrows in its left talon, symbolic of 

war. President Truman modified the 

Seal in 1945, and the changes in-

cluded turning the eagle's head to face 

the olive branches of peace which it 

holds in its right talon. 

Lots of flags. 

On another trip to the closer Wash-

ington: 

(Continued on page 5) 

We stayed at the Hotel Herrington 

We saw a Portland Flag Association 

(PFA) flag flying next to the Washing-

ton Monument.  

We offered our PFA to them but they 

politely declined.  

The Seal of the President of the United 

States as of 1924. 

Michael Orelove holds the Wash-

ington State Flag at America’s 

Stonehenge at Maryhill, Washing-

ton. 
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I have put this off for over a month, so 

let’s see if I can read any of my notes 

from the November meeting. 

Patrick Genna is still clipping flag stories 

from newspapers and magazines and has 

come up with the following 

Andy McDonel of Leveen, AZ, says he 

received a letter from his homeowners 

association instructing him to “remove 

debris” from his home or face a fine. 

“They were talking about the Gadsden 

Flag,” McDonel told Fox News. “I fly it 

to honor the Founding Fathers of Amer-

ica….”  Arizona  statutes allow for the 

display of U.S. flags, military flags, the 

Arizona State Flag or tribal nation flags.  

McDonel says that this falls under the 

military service flag and that he will con-

tinue to fly it until a judge or a relevant 

authority orders him to take it down. 

There was another incident in South 

Carolina where neighbors did not ap-

prove of a woman flying the Confederate 

Flag over her home.  Annie Chambers 

Caddell said that it was an important re-

minder of her heritage and that she was 

not racist.  Caddell is white in a historically 

black neighborhood and has caused  

more than 200 residents to sign a protest 

petition.  The newspaper article did not 

say if it was the battle flag or one of the 

three Confederate States flags. 

Then, of course, there was the Chilean 

miner that ran in the marathon, proudly 

displaying his flag. 

November 2010 Flutterings You Need to Know 

 

Max Liberman was wearing a tie with 

flags of many countries that his grand-

mother had given him.  He also had 

more academic exercises in creating 

proposals for revised Canadian Provin-

cial flags. 

Michael Orelove also was wearing a tie.  

His was acquired on his trip to Wash-

ington, D.C. (see story on page 3) and 

was festooned with historical flags.  

From living in Juneau, the capital of 

Alaska, Michael has been able to collect 

all the state flags and has shown us 

many of them.  This time he showed us 

the territorial flags of Guam, Virgin Is-

lands, American Samoa, Puerto Rico 

and Northern Marianas.   Unfortu-

nately, he does not have  Midway, John-

son Island and Navassa Island.  How-

ever, he is working on a personal flag 

that promotes his interest in astronomy.  

The draft has an observatory  with es-

toilé , the heraldic term for a scattering of 

stars. 

According to my notes, David Koski 

had three flags, but I don’t remember 

what they were and I have no pictures.  

Perhaps he can bring them again when 

I’m not so scattered.  I do remember 

David offering his assistance in drawing 

flags for anyone who has an idea but 

without the  computer savvy to imple-

ment the graphic.  David is a talented 

graphic artist with the vector graphics 

tools to make your dream come alive. 

Ted Kaye had a few copies of Enough 

Good People, the story of tribal in-

volvement and inter-cultural collabora-

tion of the Lewis and Clark Bicenten-

nial.  He also gave us some highlights of 

NAVA 44 in Los Angeles and pre-

sented Scott with the flag of Zaire since 

Scott was out-bid at the conference auc-

tion.  Ted had postcards to give out from 

the Bear Flag Museum, an inspiration of 

Bill Trinkle and can be accessed at http://

www.bearflagmuseum.org.  He also 

showed us the NAVA 44 flag and the 

Los Angeles County Sheriff’s flag that he 

was a consultant in designing. 

Scott Mainwaring is working on the web 

site for the Oregon Flag Registry in his 

spare time.  It will include the image, de-

scription, history and designer.  More will 

be revealed as we coalesce around this 

project.   

My last note says that “Ted and Scott will 

get nice.”  I have no idea what that means 

since I have never heard a bad word from 

either of them.  It could have been 

“mice”, but I doubt it.  It’s probably half a 

sentence that I simply gave up  on and we 

all went home! 

http://www.bearflagmuseum.org
http://www.bearflagmuseum.org
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The Stonehenge replica was built by 

Samuel Hill as a memorial to the 

thirteen men from Klickitat County 

Washington, who lost their lives 

during World War I.  The memorial 

lies on a high bluff overlooking the 

Columbia River Gorge, about 115 

miles east of Portland on the Wash-

ington side of the river. 

The idea of a Stonehenge replica 

came to Hill when he was taken to 

view the ruins of Stonehenge, on the 

Salisbury Plains in England, in 

1915.  America’s Stonehenge took 

11 years to build.  Approximately 

1650 tons of concrete were poured 

into wrinkled metal molds, which 

gave the appearance of mortared 

rock.  When the project was com-

pleted in 1929, the Salisbury struc-

ture had been duplicated. 

Eleven years doesn’t seem like a 

long time when compared to the 

(Continued from page 3) 

original Stonehenge which was 

built in various stages from 2750 

to 1500 BC, over 1200 years. 

Another bit that Michael submitted 

has to do with South Sudan redes-

igning their cities to resemble ani-

mals that appear on their capital 

city’s flags.  A problem I have is 

that FOTW and Google do not 

show any flags for the twenty-five 

states nor their capital cities, al-

though the article says the plans 

are to remake the cities in the shapes 

found on their state flags. 
Travels with Michael 

The next meeting of the Portland Flag 

Association will be at 7 p.m., Thurs-

day, January 13, 2011, at  John Hood’s 

house, 208 SE 39th Ave., telephone 

(503) 238-7666. See the map to the 

left.   

We look forward to seeing those of 

you who have been otherwise commit-

ted, see some different flags, and have 

some provocative discussion about the 

flag registry.  Wee also look forward  

to anointing a new Editor for this 

newsletter. 

January Meeting 

The new Southern Sudan Flag, but not 

any city flags. 
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What’s that Flag? What Was that Flag?  

Max supplied the flags for this is-

sue.  He says they have a common 

theme but are rather esoteric.  

Where are they from and what is 

the commonality? 

Historical flags can sometimes be 

hard to verify, but these come from 

FOTW and seem reasonably au-

thentic. 

Some Flag Related Web-

NAVA http://www.nava.org 

Portland Flag Association http://

www.portlandflag.org 

Flag Institute (United Kingdom) 

http://www.flaginstitute.org  

Flags of the World http://

www.fotw.net 

Elmer’s Flag & Banner http://

www.elmersflag.com 

Darwin, Northern Territory 

(Australia) http://

www.nationalflags.com.au 

Flag Society of Australia http://

www.flagsaustralia.com.au 

Flag Research Center http://

www.flagresearchcenter.com 

Southern African Vexillological 

Assoc. http://www.savaflags.org.za 

Vexillological Association of The 

State of Texas http://

www.texflags.org 

Afghanistan 1901-1919 

Brunei prior to 1906 

“Insurgentes Flag”  Mexico 1815-1821 

Rarotonga Ensign 1850-1888         

(Cook Islands) 

Kingdom of Castlle & Leon 1230-1516 

http://www.nava.org
http://www.portlandflag.org
http://www.flaginstitute.org
http://www.fotw.net
http://www.fotw.net
http://www.elmersflag.com
http://www.elmersflag.com
http://www.nationalflags.com.au
http://www.nationalflags.com.au
http://www.flagsaustralia.com.au
http://www.flagsaustralia.com.au
http://www.flagresearchcenter.com
http://www.flagresearchcenter.com
http://www.savaflags.org.za
http://www.texflags.org
http://www.texflags.org
http://www.fotw.us/images/a/af-1901.gif
http://www.fotw.us/images/b/bn18xx.gif

