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South Dakota Proposal 
By Patrick Genna 

In February a South Dakota 
House panel rejected a proposal 
to change the state flag.  Its design 
was first adopted in 1909 and  
updated in 1963. 

Using the standard arguments 
against change, Secretary of State 
Jason Gant urged the panel to 
keep the current flag, which he 
said represents the state’s history 
and is recognized by people across 
South Dakota, and John Moison, 
an artist and retired state worker, 
said the current flag should be 
retained because South Dakota 
troops have fought under it in all 
wars since at least World War II.  

The flag is used as a bad example 
in Good Flag, Bad Flag, which notes 
that it writes the name of the 
state—twice. 

Artist Dick Hermes had proposed 
a new design—which may have 
been the challenge.  A more suc-
cessful strategy for flag-change 
might be to achieve consensus 
that the current flag should be 
changed, BEFORE offering any 
new designs. 

South Dakota Proposal 1 

Flags in the News 2 

May 2012 Flutterings 4 

Mystery Flag 6 

Portland’s Cheers 6 

The Flag Quiz 7 

Portland Flag Miscellany 8 

Next Meeting Announcement 8 

  

INSIDE THIS ISSUE: 

There are a lot of things a little  
island can do to raise money... 

We can sell flags. 
 

—Jeremiah Gumbs, Representa-
tive of Anguilla to the UN, 1967  If you wish to compliment the interim editor, or to contribute in the future, contact Ted 

Kaye at 503-223-4660 or kandsons@aol.com.  If you wish to complain, call your mother. 

 

www.portlandflag.org 

The topic spurred much discus-
sion on flag-related chat forums. 

Working with Michael Rudolf,   
of Tunkhannock, Pennsylvania,   
I developed a more simple alter-
native for a new design (below). 

Genna-Rudolf  South Dakota proposal. 
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Flags in the News 
The advent of color in our local 
and national newspapers has led 
to a profusion of flag images.  
Hardly a week goes by without 
The Oregonian or the Wall Street 
Journal illustrating a domestic or 
international story with a colorful 
photograph of flags. 

Instantly recognizable and eye-
catching, these images tell a story 
with an immediacy that demon-
strates the emotive power of 
flags.  Here is a recent sampling. 

W
all Street Journal  5/4/12 

W
all Street Journal  4/24/12 

W
all Street Journal  5/9/12 

W
all Street Journal  3/17/12 

W
all Street Journal  3/17/12 
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A clever use of the French flag as a backdrop to the presidential candidates, 
plus a play on words in the headline. 

W
all Street Journal  4/18/12 

W
all Street Journal  4/20/12 

W
all Street Journal  4/20/12 

The O
regonian 4/22/12 

The O
regonian 5/3/12 
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In our May meeting,  generously 
hosted by John Schilke at Mary’s 
Woods, his retirement community 
in Lake Oswego, ten PFA mem-
bers enjoyed a lively discussion of 
flags and related topics.  

We were greeted by blue flags in 
the parking lot—marking available 
parking spaces! 

John welcomed us and exhibited a 
home-made version of the flag of 
the Sámi people of northern Scan-
dinavia.  He noted that it had been 
designed by a woman and he de-
scribed its history, meaning, and 
flag-flying days. 

Michael Orelove showed us a 
mystery flag (see p. 6).  He shared 
a WWII signal book, sparking avid 
discussion between John (a ham 
radio operator) and Ken Dale 
(former military) about the change 
from Able-Baker to Alpha-Bravo.   

After giving everyone special dark 
glasses and instructions for view-
ing the upcoming solar eclipse 
and transit of Venus, Michael 
shared his latest project—
combining his interest in astron-
omy with his passion for flags—
seeking flags referring to objects 
in the solar system, such as    
Mercury, Mars, and Saturn. 

Max Liberman solicited input on 
his effort to create a web-based 
opportunity for many people to 
rate national flags using the same 
structure as the NAVA surveys.  
PFA members will eventually 
serve as beta testers. 

Ted Kaye shared the two-volume 
proceedings of the 24th Interna-
tional Congress of Vexillology 
(available for print-on-demand, 
via Lulu.com) and the CD which 
all NAVA members will receive 
next month.  That led Ken Dale 
to join NAVA on the spot. 

Following a discussion in our last 
meeting, Ted brought a box of 
WWII-era nautical signal flags, 
which drew great interest and  
created a photo-op (above).  He 
then unveiled a souvenir cloth 
from the 1876 U.S. Centennial        
Exhibition (in Philadelphia) with 
images of all the participating  
nations.  We enjoyed determining 
how many were out of date or 
mis-labeled, found that many 
were naval ensigns, and counted  
about a third which remain un-
changed today. 

David Ferriday brought several 
items, including the playing map 
for the game Take Off.  Ted ex-
plained it in detail, as it is a Kaye 
family favorite.  It uses flags as 
part of a roll-the-dice and ad-
vance-pieces-around-the-world 
educational game.  It debuted in 
1987, so many flags are outdated. 

(Continued on page 5) 

May 2012 Flutterings You Need to Know 

PFA members choose signal flags.  Front (L to R):  Mike Hale, Michael Orelove, 
Max Liberman.  Back (L to R): David Anchel, David Ferriday, Ken Dale,        
Patrick Genna, Fred Paltridge, & John Schilke.  Ted Kaye took the photo. 

Host John Schilke shows a home-
made Sámi flag, commemorating a 
long-ago visit to northern Finland. 
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David Anchel described a child-
hood experience connecting him 
to flags—a visit as a 4th-grader to 
the attic of his schoolhouse in 
N.E. Pennsylvania where he saw 
the flag that cradled the head of 
the bleeding, dying Abraham Lin-
coln.  It has since been authenti-
cated and is now displayed in the 
Pike County Historical Society in 
Milford, Pennsylvania. 

Patrick Genna described his own 
flag-attic experience.  While living 
at the St. Domenico [Italian]    
Orphans Home near St. Louis, 
Missouri (1947-52), he was       
exploring in the attic and found a 
collection of Italian flags that had 
been banished there during WWII 

(Continued from page 4) when Italy became an enemy 
country and “Italian” had been 
dropped from the institution’s 
name.  That spurred an early   
interest in flags. 

Ken Dale brought a pair of flag 
charts he’d copied from an early 
20th-century American dictionary.  
We attempted to date them pre-
cisely based on the flag-adoption 
dates. 

Fred Paltridge, in his usual phi-
losophical manner, explained his 
belief that an understanding of 
astronomy can promote world 
peace.  He is also planning on  
attending the next NAVA annual 
meeting, NAVA 46, in Columbus, 
Ohio, in October. 

It seems that a theme common to 
many presentations was the dating 
of flag-related items by the flags 
depicted—determining when they 
were made by the flags current at 
the time.  We acknowledged a  
pitfall—sometimes out-of-date   
or inaccurate flags might be used.  
However, a flag chart or its 
equivalent can never be older than 
the newest flag depicted on it! 

Thanks to John for leading a 
stimulating PFA meeting! 

Astronomer Michael Orelove, seeking flags related to objects in                         
the solar system, displays his latest prize. 

David Anchel describes seeing the flag that cradled President Lincoln’s head 
on April 14, 1865. 
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Portland’s Rock Bottom Brewery hosted the    
Portland Belgian Beer Challenge on April 10, 2012.  
It featured a taste-off between beers from Amnesia, 
Rock Bottom, Roots, Lucky Lab, BJ’s, Concordia, 
Hair of the Dog, McMennamin’s Crystal Ballroom, 
and New Old Lompoc—ten breweries in all. 

With 46 microbrewers of craft beer, Portland has 
more breweries per capita than any other city in the 
world and more than a third of the state’s total.  
Many have won nationwide and international     
acclaim.  The craft beer industry in Oregon dates 
from a 1985 reform law allowing small-scale brew-
ing in brewpubs. 

The logo of the recent event combines the flags of 
Portland and Belgium, quartered with images of 
hops and barley, the main ingredients of beer.  
However, it uses the narrower blue stripes from the 
older Portland design, and makes their shade far 
too dark.  Our late colleague Doug Lynch specified 
in the 2002 flag-adoption ordinance that the stripes 
should be “U.N. Blue”, defined as Ameritone 
Color Key Blue - No. 118B.  See Portland City 
Code, Chapter 1.06 Official Flag. 

Mystery Flag  

When Michael Orelove had more hair and a moustache, he apparently once resembled Albert Einstein.         
Michael’s brother recently sent him this image of a cigar band, with two flags.  Question:  is the flag on the left 
a crudely-drawn Confederate Battle Flag (ensign), or is it something else? 
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What Was that Flag?  Answers to the last quiz What’s that Roundel? 
By Max Liberman 

These military aircraft roundels 
derive from or relate to national 
flags. 

Can you name the countries? 

Answers in the next issue... 

“Stans” to reason...These flags 
represent central Asian nations 
whose names end in “stan”. 

Afghanistan 

Pakistan 

Kyrgyzstan 

Tajikistan 

Turkmenistan 

Uzbekistan 

Kazakhstan 
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July Meeting 
The next meeting of the Portland 
Flag Association will be at 7:00pm, 
Thursday, July 12, 2012 at Ted 
Kaye’s house, 2235 N.W. Aspen 
Ave., at the top of N.W. Thurman, 
(503) 223-4660.  See the map. 

We look forward to seeing those  
who have missed recent meetings, 
and hear some new war stories, see 
some different flags, and engage in 
provocative discussion. 

If you can’t get to the meeting, per-
haps you can give the editor some-
thing to share with our readers. 

Portland Flag Miscellany 

U.S. Treasury Secretary Timothy 
Geithner visited Portland in April,  
appearing before a crowd of over 
500 at a special meeting of the 
City Club of Portland at the  
Governor Hotel. 

His advance team asked Ted 
Kaye to arrange the flags.  Among 
them were flags that Ted had     
donated to the Club for its regular 
Friday Forum programs. 

Oregon Public Broadcasting host 
Dave Miller interviewed Geithner 
on stage, enjoying the flags. 

OPB’s Dave Miller interviews 
Treasury’s Timothy Geithner.       

(Photo by Alicia Hunt) 

At the City Club of Portland 
(Photo by Spencer Ehrman) 


