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Turn-of-the Century “Yiddish Flag” Protest 
By J. Patrick Genna 

I recently encountered an intrigu-
ing article dating from the early 
20th century.  It describes a 1908 
protest by Jews in Waterbury, 
Connecticut, against a vaudeville 
act which used an offensive 
stereotype in presenting a 
“Yiddish Flag”. 

The design had “blue and yellow 
stripes on one side and the famil-
iar three-ball sign on the other”—
that being the universal symbol of 
a pawn-broker. 

A delegation of “Hebrews” led by 
Samuel A. Weinstein called on the 
manager of the Jacques Opera 
House, a Mr. Clancy, who “agreed 
to cooperate in making things 
cheerful and agreeable”. Presuma-
bly that meant not using the flag. 

The article also referred to an  
incident two years before where 
vaudevillians had been challenged 
for their portrayal of the Irish on 
the New York stage (they changed 
the subjects to the Scots). 

The article gave no indication 
whether the flag had seen any 
broader use beyond this incident. 
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If you wish to compliment the interim editor, or to contribute in the future, contact Ted 
Kaye at 503-223-4660 or kandsons@aol.com.  If you wish to complain, call your mother. 
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The “Yiddish Flag”. 

Citius, Altius, Fortius 
(Faster, Higher, Stronger)  

 
—The Olympic Motto 
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Flags in the News 

For the 4th of July, The Oregonian 
featured Portland’s own flag 
store, founded nearly 50 years 

The O
regonian  7/4/12 

ago and run until recently by PFA 
member Mike Hale and now by 
new PFA member David Anchel.  

We’re very proud of Elmer’s and 
its community role promoting 
and supporting local flag-flying. 
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(Left) From TheWall Street Journal, 
illustrating an Opinion piece on 
California state finances and tax 
policy.  3/13/2012 

By Michael Orelove 

The Columbia River Gorge     
Kiwanis Club supports Boy Scout 
Troop 272 and Cub Scout Pack 
272, both of Corbett, Oregon. 

The U.S. Flag Code states “The 
flag, when it is in such condition 
that it is no longer a fitting em-
blem for display, should be de-
stroyed in a dignified way, pref-
erably by burning.” 

Memorial Day Flag Retirement Ceremony 

In honor of Memorial Day, 28 
May 2012, the scouts held a flag-
raising ceremony, followed by a 
flag retirement ceremony, at the 
Bridal Veil Historical Cemetery. 

As a Kiwanis and PFA member,  I 
helped coordinate the flag retire-
ment ceremony and added a flag 
to the fire.  Dave Anchel of 
Elmer’s Flag and Banner contrib-
uted other old flags to be retired. 

 Michael Orelove joins another local veteran for the ceremony. 

Raising the flag. 

Playing Taps. 

(Right) Ted Kaye with his natal 
state’s flag at our March meeting. 
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In our July meeting, hosted by 
Ted Kaye in his home high in  
Willamette Heights, nine PFA 
members enjoyed a lively evening 
of flags and related topics.  

Ted welcomed us with the Port-
land flag flying.  He led our dis-
cussion, sharing unusual flags 
from his “Miscellaneous” bin.  
They included the flags of United 
Way, Antarctica, Pacific Telesis, 
and Cub Scouts, as well as “It’s a 
Boy” and the boat signal for “wife 
on board”—a witch on a broom-
stick.  A fun one:  the “Double 
Standard”, with the international 
symbol for “yes” on the front and 
“no” on the back. 

Michael Orelove passed around 
recent news clippings about flags 
and photos of his “flower bed”—
this year planted as an Oregon 
flag (see page 6).  He brought the 
U.S. Flag Code and described the 
latest amendments to it.  And he 
related his experience with Boy 
Scouts, testing the number of 
folds when folding differently-
sized/proportioned U.S. flags. 

David Ferriday recounted his un-
successful bidding for a 5’x8’ 45-
star U.S. flag at a recent auction at 
O’Gallerie (it went for $180).  He 
showed items from his collection, 
including commemorative plates 
with flag themes, an Ohio flag in 
rectangular form (pre-cutting), the 
box his first flag kit came in 
(courtesy of Portland Federal Sav-
ings), and a ceramic tile he had 
just made with a square version of 
his recent “flag of humankind” 
design. 

Scott Mainwaring described a very 
interesting new book.  Praise and 
Worship with Flags:  Waging Spiritual 
Warfare in the Church and Home 
(November 2011), apparently self-
published by Delores Hillsman 
Harris.  In it she “uncovers the 
significance of worship flags un-
der the power of the Holy Spirit. 
The book points the reader to the 
flags’ biblical truths, which have 
been understated…and gives bib-
lically sound reasons why church 
leaders may want to include wor-
ship flags in church services.”  
Intriguingly, it asserts “The use of 
flags is God’s will”, quoting  
Psalm 20:5:  In the name of our God 
we will set up our banners.  

July 2012 Flutterings You Need to Know 

Host Ted Kaye displays the flag of 
the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers. 

David Ferriday with his first flag kit. 

A Betsy Ross commemorative plate 

John Schilke, Patrick Genna,             
& Ken Dale listen intently. 

A new book. 
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Patrick Genna brought news clip-
pings showing flag use worldwide 
and local, and highlighted a recent 
Independence Day feature in The 
Oregonian about David Anchel and 
his Elmer’s Flag and Banner (see 
page 2). 

We engaged in a spirited discus-
sion of a flag reportedly flown at 
the Breakers Hotel in Long Beach, 
California, now a retirement 
home.  The building flies the U.S. 
flag with the header sewn on what 
is normally the bottom edge, and 
the canton therefore at the lower 
right.  We debated at length the 
key question:  is it still a U.S. flag? 

Ken Dale frequently offered his 
usual wit. 

(Continued from page 4) 

Fred Paltridge announced his 
plans to marry Willow Washburne 
on 9/22/13, asking PFA members 
to serve as flag bearers in the cere-
mony.  He asked for ideas of flags 
to include—such as those reflect-
ing the wedding couple’s heritage, 
the geographic region, and their 
interests.  PFA members offered 
to lend flags from their collections 
for the event. 

To conclude the evening, John 
Schilke asked all to join him in 
disposing with respect a worn-out 
U.S. flag.  After reciting the 
Pledge of Allegiance, the assembly 
watched as John burned the flag 
in Ted’s fireplace.  It was the first 
time many of us had participated 
in such a ritual. 

Burning the U.S. flag, respectfully. 

David Ferriday and Scott Mainwaring puzzle over a rectangular Ohio flag. 

Scott Mainwaring demonstrates the 
“Breakers Hotel Flag”. 

Fred Paltridge considers flags for his              
wedding procession. 
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Mystery Flags  
This flag itself is not a mystery, 
but its underlying concept leads 
the vexillologist to ask:  “A cam-
ouflage flag?  Isn’t the purpose of 
a flag to be seen?” 

Ted Kaye observed this example 
at a major event on Flag Day at 
the Oregon Air National Guard 
Base.  It represents (when visible) 
the unit responsible for weather 
forecasting in support of 
ORANG flight operations. 

Its personnel use real-time radar, 
satellite imagery, sensor readouts, 
and visual observations to ob-
serve and forecast local or de-
ployed conditions. 

Sue Takeuchi and Kathleen Forrest admire Michael Orelove’s “flower bed” of 
the Oregon flag.  Last year Michael planted red, white, and blue flowers in the 

shape of the American flag.  This year Michael planted blue lobelia as the back-
ground for the beaver on the reverse of the Oregon flag.  The flag was placed on 
a piece of plywood and the beaver traced, cut out, painted, mounted on a stake, 

and placed in the garden. 

A camouflage flag...what’s the point?  At least the word has “flag” in it!          
The guidon of the 123rd Weather Flight, Oregon Air National Guard. 

Our Australian correspondent, 
Ron Strachan, sends this teaser: 

This flag, displayed in a yacht club 
in a British Commonwealth coun-
try, belonged to a famous Ameri-
can film star (now deceased), who 
signed the attached note.  It is 
dark green and gray. 

Answer: 

H
anging in the 

Yacht Club of the 
Seychelles, the burgee 
of John W

ayne, 
whose 136-ft. former 
minesweeper was the 
W

ild G
oose. 

A film star’s flag in a Commonwealth 
country’s yacht club. 
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What Was that Roundel?  
Answers to the last quiz 

What’s that Flag? 
By Max Liberman 

Can you name these flags and 
identify the theme? 

Answers in the next issue... 

These military aircraft roundels 
derive from or relate to national 
flags—left column then right:  
Bangladesh, Yemen, Papua New 
Guinea, Czech Republic, Malta, 
Ireland, Lebanon. 
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September Meeting 
Scott Mainwaring will host the next 
meeting of the Portland Flag 
Association at 7:00 pm, Thursday, 
September 13, 2012, in the     
“Eco-Lounge” of the lobby of his       
Tupelo Alley apartment building, 
3850 N. Mississippi Ave.            
Cell phone (971-998-7331).         
See the map. 

We look forward to seeing those  
who have missed recent meetings, 
and hear some new war stories, see 
some different flags, and complete 
work on our FIAV application. 

Portland Flag Miscellany 

The Portland Timbers, our major league soccer team, is supported by a rabid fan base calling itself the “Timbers Army”.           
At a recent game in Jeld-Wen Stadium, the Army unveiled a gigantic banner merging the flags of the city of Portland and 

the region of Cascadia (it frequently flies both), with various logos, images, and a motto in the center.                                     
(Photo courtesy of Andrew Wheeler,  www.stumptownfooty.com) 


