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“Shoot if you must,
this old gray head,
But spare your country's
flag”, she said.
—John Greenleaf Whittier,
"Barbara Frietchie"

By Ted Kaye

After choosing the great flagrelated quote by John Greenleaf
Whittier for the panel at the lower
left of this page, I sought more
information on it. To my dismay,
I learned that the story was bogus.
Whittier wrote the poem as Civil
War propaganda exactly 150 years
ago. In it (and in the surrounding
popular myth), as Confederate
troops marched through Frederick, Maryland, on their way to
Antietam, old Barbara Frietchie
waved the Union flag in defiance
from her attic window. When the
soldiers shot it down, she retrieved it, waved it, and challenged
them with her immortal words,
valuing the flag over her own life.
In humbled response, a blushing
General Thomas J. “Stonewall”
Jackson ordered his men to not
harm her, or else “die like a dog”.
In fact, 95-year-old Frietchie was
sick in bed that day. While a flag
did hang from her window (the
housekeeper had neglected to take
it in), her house was 1,000 feet
from the Confederate troops’
route. While soldiers did shoot at

her flag, they could not possibly
have heard anything she said.
However, Mary Sands Quantrell,
a neighbor in her 30s, did wave
a Union flag as the Confederates
passed her gate on Patrick Street.
She also had a verbal altercation
with an officer, perhaps General
A. P. Hill, after a lieutenant cut a
small flag from her daughter’s
hand with his sword.
Whittier had apparently been
misled by third-hand information
from a fellow writer in Washington. He later conceded “It is
possible that there has been a
blending of the two incidents.”
When Mrs. Quantrell died in
1879, both Frederick newspapers
identified her as the genuine
inspiration for the poem.
However, as the newsman
astutely says in the classic western
The Man Who Shot Liberty Valance,
“When the legend becomes fact,
print the legend”.
During this Civil War sesquicentennial era, perhaps we can get
our facts straight…at least regarding the flags.

If you wish to compliment the editor, or to contribute in the future, contact Ted Kaye at
503-223-4660 or kandsons@aol.com. If you wish to complain, call your mother.
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The American Braille Flag
blind children learning Braille
about the American Flag and the
Pledge of Allegiance, especially on
patriotic holidays. It has also
been used extensively in teaching
sighted children about blindness.

Adapted from the Kansas Braille
Transcription Institute website

Randolph Cabral, the founder of
the Kansas Braille Transcription
Institute, created the American
Braille Flag in 2005. He did so to
honor his father, a deceased
WWII veteran who lost his sight.
Since its creation the flag has
gained congressional recognition
under the American Braille Flag
Memorial Act (2008).
The flag is unique in that it permits a person who is non-sighted
to see (via touch) the raised stars
and stripes as well as the colors.
The flag also features the Pledge
of Allegiance in print and raised
Braille dots in grade one Braille.
(Grade-one Braille was chosen as
it is can be read by both novice
and seasoned Braille readers.)
Blind children are consistently
taught the Braille color code, an
easily-learned arrangement of
three dots. However, for any
blind person who may not have
learned the color code or Braille,
a separate “key” is created located
at the lower portion of the flag.
It conveys that the smooth
stripes are red and the raisedgrainy stripes are white. Also
within the key, a smaller raised
graphic depicts the orientation of
the fifty white stars in the canton.
The Braille flag is produced on
American thermoform, a lightweight weather-proof textile plastic material commonly used in the
industry to the blind for reproApril 2013

A U.S. flag in Braille.

duction of tactile graphics as it
retains the raised images and
Braille dots better than standard
Braille paper.
The American Braille Flag is available in full color ($5) or non-color
($4), unframed. It measures approximately eight by ten inches.
Aside from filling Braille flag orders, KBTI staff often makes personal presentations. For example,
in 2006 they traveled to Buffalo,
New York on behalf of the Blind
Veterans Association to present
the Braille flag to several recently
blinded servicemen that lost their
sight while deployed to Iraq and
Afghanistan.
In April 2008, the American
Braille Flag was honored at the
White House Commission of Remembrance Memorial Day Celebration and officially installed at
Arlington National Cemetery as a
tribute to blind veterans of all
wars and other blind Americans.
The American Braille Flag has
been widely presented in local
schools, providing instruction to

Many groups such as the Lions
Club, Elks Club, American Legion, Veterans of Foreign Wars,
Daughters of the American Revolution, and the Gold Star Wives
have requested bulk orders for
special occasions.
Other organizations, such as the
Blinded Veterans Association,
National Federation for Blind
Veterans, White House Commission on Remembrance, National
Association of Parents of Blind
and Low Vision Children, and the
American Printing House for the
Blind, also buy the flag in bulk.
Many restaurants and other businesses, as well as several government agencies, show special recognition for their blind clients and
patrons by displaying the American Braille Flag or presenting
them with one.
Aside from the American Braille
Flag, KBTI has created several
additional tactile and Braille flags,
including the 13-star “Betsy Ross”
flag, the POW-MIA flag, and the
flags of Canada, the Marine
Corps, and the United Kingdom.
The American Braille Flag is also
available in bronze ($250-$350),
stone, and a heavy poly-resin that
resembles bronze.
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The Inspiration for the American Braille Flag
In February 2008, with the help
of Kansas Congressman Todd
Tiahrt, Congress unanimously
authorized placement of the
Braille flag at Arlington National
Cemetery as a tribute to blind veterans and other blind Americans.

Adapted from the Kansas Braille
Transcription Institute website

Jesus “Chuy” Sanchez Cabral was
born in Valparaiso in Zacatecas,
Mexico in 1916, during the Mexican Revolution.
As the war waged on, his father
told his mother to leave for the
U.S. and to take the children with
her, while he remained behind to
fight to keep the family land.
Unfortunately, he was killed and
never saw his family again. Twoyear-old Jesus and his mother
and siblings made their way to
Chicago, Illinois, which became
their home for several years.
Work for the Rock Island and
Union Pacific Railroads eventually
led the family to their permanent
home in Hutchinson, Kansas.
In 1941 World War II broke out
and Jesus, just 25, enlisted in the
Army Air Corps. From 1941 to
1946 he was deployed to Eastern
Africa, the South Pacific, and
Northern Europe. During his
time in service he was awarded
several medals.
Following the war, Jesus married
and fathered 11 children. Ten
years before his death in 1998, he
lost his sight due to glaucoma.
Blindness robbed Jesus of many
things, but perhaps nothing saddened him more than no longer
being able to post the American
flag on his front porch—something he regarded as a duty of all
Americans.

Jesus “Chuy” Sanchez Cabral, inspiration for the American Braille Flag.

In 1994, his middle son Randolph
Cabral took an interest in Braille
and in services to the blind. In
1998, after Jesus died, Randolph
founded an organization in Wichita, Kansas, in his father’s memory, directed toward helping those
who are blind or have low vision.
In 2000, it was officially chartered
as the Kansas Braille Transcription Institute.
One evening in 2005, while working late in his office, Randolph
created a tactile American flag to
honor his father.

A full-color U.S. flag in Braille.

In April 2008 the Braille flag was
officially installed at Arlington.
Today the American Braille flag
is mass-produced in Wichita and
thousands have found their way
into blind veterans’ homes and
hospitals, offices of elected officials, schools for the blind, and
many different businesses.
Proceeds from sales of the American Braille Flag benefit blind and
low-vision veterans and other
blind and low-vision Americans.
KBTI is a non-profit corporation
dedicated to serving the visually
impaired through the operation of
an innovative Braille transcription
center. Among its goals: to utilize Library of Congress-certified
Braille transcribers and state-ofthe-art technologies in the production of Braille documents, to
provide quality repair and servicing of manual Braillewriter writing
devices for the blind, and to provide economically efficient methods for saving learning institutions, state agencies, and the general public from the high costs of
Braille production and avoidable
legal action resulting from failures
to adequately serve the visually
impaired.
www.kbti.org
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March 2013 Flutterings You Need to Know
In our March meeting, hosted by
David Ferriday in his NW Upshur
studio, 14 PFA members enjoyed
a lively evening of flags and related topics. David, as host, led
us through introductions and
moderated our discussion.
Michael Orelove updated us on
his “gather U.N. member flags”
project, showing his latest acquisitions. He has received over 50,
and hopes to display some at
NAVA 47 in Salt Lake City and
share a couple of “vexi-bits”.
Patrick Genna shared (and gave
away) his most recent Goodwill
flag purchases. In honor of St.
Patrick’s Day, he shared a printout of a Union Flag depicted in
Irish colors. However, as the ink
started to run out during printing,
his example resulted in a very
intriguing metamorphosis from
a standard Union Flag to the
“Irish” version.

Michael Orelove shows Dave Anchel
some interesting new arrivals.

Larry Snyder explains one of his
heraldic designs to John Schilke.

Ted Kaye delivered the new 3’x5’
PFA flags (specially-made by
Peter Orenski’s TME Co.). Max
Liberman received the group flag
funded by members, under which
he will present the PFA application for FIAV membership in
Rotterdam in August at ICV 25.
Ted also shared recent color
newspaper clippings of flagrelated stories, and an image of
the flag of the Recreational Boating Association of Washington.

Larry Snyder, attending for the
first time, described his collection
of 150–200 flags, and how he
once lived next door to Humphrys
Flag Co. in Philadelphia (across
from the Betsy Ross House).
An associate fellow of the International Association of Amateur
Heralds, he has designed flags for
Grace Memorial Church and the
32nd U.S. Power Squadron.

Ken Dale showed a Canadian $2
bill he’s carried for 30 years.

An accidental metamorphosis from British to Irish...
April 2013

John Schilke showed a U.S. flag in
Braille (see story on p. 2).
David Ferriday, also a Goodwill
shopper, shared several flagrelated objects—including shot
glasses, tote bags, and a U.S.-flagthemed hat.

Our host, David Ferriday, models
“Lincoln as illustrated by Dr. Seuss”,
as David Koski looks on.
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Max Liberman discusses an editorial
in the Wisconsin Christian News.

PFA members display their flag, on its way to ICV 25 in Rotterdam.

Max Liberman described a recent
editorial in the Wisconsin Christian
News decrying how today’s children’s art often depicts the U.S.
flag at half-mast as its normal position. He also shared a suite of
possible air force rank flags for his
Kingdom of Æfira.
David Koski began a discussion
of stylization, first in font design,
and next on the Oregon state
flag—specifically the potential
stylizing of the beaver. When

David Koski explains font design.

Dave Anchel (owner of Elmer’s )
reported that the company currently does a brisk business in the
Cascadia flag and the Portland
city flag, spurred by their use by
the Timbers Army (the hyperenthusiastic local soccer fans).
Mike Hale shows the winning
Oregon flag, by Randall Gray (right).

Randall Gray designed his winning updated version, he removed
the log from under the more realistic version on the current flag.
The design sewn by Elmer’s Flag
& Banner used a more stylized
beaver from a submission by
Tom Lincoln. Mike Hale brought
up Randall’s design on his iPad.
John Niggley, a follower of the
Portland Timbers major league
soccer team, shared insights into
the new uniform, which bears the
Portland city flag in an outline of
Oregon as a “jock tag” (see p. 8).

He also described a recent
request by a local firm for a U.S.
flag with the firm’s logo superimposed—a clear violation of the
U.S. Flag Code. Elmer’s staff
refused to make the flag as
ordered, insisting on modifying it
so that it instead had only U.S.flag-like elements on it.

Patrick Genna enjoys his new flag,
held high by John Schilke.
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Flags in the News
The advent of color in our local
and national newspapers has led
to a profusion of flag images.
Hardly a week goes by without
The Oregonian or the Wall Street
Journal illustrating a domestic or
international story with a colorful
photograph of flags.

Instantly recognizable and
eye-catching, these images tell
a story with an immediacy that
demonstrates the emotive
power of flags.
Here is a recent sampling.

Wall Street Journal 3/12/13
Wall Street Journal 3/7/13

The Oregonian 2/15/13
April 2013
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What’s that Flag?
Can you name these seven flags
and identify the theme?

What Was that Flag? Answers to the last quiz
By Max Liberman

Answers in the next issue…

Universal Postal Union
Red Crystal (supplement to Red
Cross and Red Crescent since 2005)

International Paralympic Committee
(former flag, 1994–2003)
International Civil Defense
Organization

Organization of Petroleum
Exporting Countries (OPEC)

World Tourism Organization

The theme linking these six flags: all are international organizations.
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Portland Flag Miscellany
The Portland Timbers major
league soccer team unveiled its
2013 jerseys in late February.
While similar to the previous
design, one change to the kit
places the Portland city flag and
the “Soccer City, USA” motto
inside a silhouette of the state of
Oregon on the jock tag.
That is a tribute to the club’s
roots in a state that has displayed
fervent soccer support dating to
the original North American
Soccer League in 1975.

Portland Timbers’ 2013 MLS jersey,
with Portland’s city flag prominent
on the jock tag.

A jock tag is typically a manufacturer’s tag placed toward a jersey’s
left front hem.

Portland’s city flag on the jock tag of
the new Timbers jersey, placed on a
silhouette of the state of Oregon.

This flag was unfurled March 12,
2013.

Nelson County,
Virginia

It took over 3 years to design...
Nelson County, Virginia

May Meeting
The next meeting of the Portland
Flag Association will be at 7 p.m.,
Thursday, May 9, 2013, at Scott
Mainwaring’s new home: 3433 S.E.
9th Ave., Portland, Oregon 97202.
See the map at right.
We look forward to seeing those of
you who have missed recent meetings, and hear some new war stories, see some different flags, and
engage in provocative discussion.
If you can’t get to the meeting, perhaps you can give the editor something to share with our readers.
April 2013

The Vexilloid Tabloid , founded in 1999 by the late John Hood, is published bi-monthly
by and for the Portland Flag Association—Portland, Oregon, U.S.A.

