
Portland Flag Association Publication 1 

 

Portland Flag Association “Free, and Worth Every Penny!” Issue 40  June 2013 

What Are the True Colors of Portland’s Flag? 
By Ted Kaye 

It’s time to reprint the postcards 
of Portland’s city flag.  But just 
what are its precise colors?  We’ve 
seen a range of blues, greens, and 
yellows on various depictions.  

One would think that the city 
code would provide an immediate,  
specific answer.  However, it 
seems the late Doug Lynch, the 
flag’s designer and PFA member, 
might be chuckling at us. 

The code says the colors are:  
White, U.N. Blue, Golden Yellow, 
and Kelly or Irish Green.  These 
are not Pantone colors.  I believe 
they are meant represent standard 
flag fabric colors for sewing actual 
flags (the “U.N. Blue” reference 
supports this). 

But Doug also wrote into the 
2002 ordinance:  “On printed or 
painted flags the colors shall match 
the following colors of the 
‘Ameritone’ color key system of 
the Ameritone Color Key       
Corporation....All colors are in 
Color Key Group No. 1:  White – 
No. 144H – Antique White; Blue 
– No. 118B – Gaiety; Yellow – 
No. 136A – Basket of Gold; 

The Colors of Portland’s Flag 1 
A Mysterious Flag? 2 

March 2013 Flutterings 4 

Flags in the News 6 

John Hood’s Flags 6 

The Flag Quiz 7 

Portland Flag Miscellany 8 

Next Meeting Announcement 8 

  

INSIDE THIS ISSUE: 

If you wish to compliment the editor, or to contribute in the future, contact Ted Kaye at 
503-223-4660 or kandsons@aol.com.  If you wish to complain, call your mother. 

 

www.portlandflag.org 

 

Green – No. 123A – Hacienda.”  
However, the Ameritone system 
was abandoned decades ago, and 
while it may have served Doug 
well as a color reference, I can 
find no table of correspondences 
matching its coding to Pantone 
colors. 

So we’re left trying to match the 
flag fabric colors to Pantones.  I 
checked old Annin catalogs, 
looked through flag books, and 
finally found a flag fabric chart 
with colors, names, and Pantone 
numbers on Al Cavalari’s Flag 
Guys®  website.  It has exact 
matches for U.N. Blue (PMS 279) 
and Irish Green (PMS 349).  

However there’s no Golden Yel-
low; the closest matches are Gold 
(PMS 143) or Spanish Yellow 
(PMS 1235).  I think Doug 
wanted the yellow to trend toward 
golden to create more contrast 
with the white fimbriation, which 
he knew violated the Rule of 
Tincture (metal against metal); so 
either of these colors could be his 
intended “Golden Yellow”. 

Might PFA members or other VT 
readers offer any insights? 

Patriotism goes up and 
down, and flag sales go 
up and down with it.  
 
—Dale Coots, Annin & Co.  
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A Mysterious Flag? 

By Sophie Rault 

While surfing the Internet       
recently, I came across a flag that 
immediately caught my eye.        
It featured the head of an   
American Indian on a red field, 
and although I’m very interested 
in Native American tribal flags    
I had never seen this one.  

I was a bit shocked to see a     
Native American depicted on a 
flag and I wondered how it was 
possible and who created the flag, 
for what purpose.  I was also 
concerned by how Native Ameri-
cans might view the flag, and 
wondered if it was offensive to 
them or if they didn’t mind. 

So I immediately did some re-
search on this “mysterious flag” 
and found that it represented the 

For many years, the team name 
often appeared as two words, 
“Black Hawks”, until 1986 when 
the team settled on the one-word 
version based on the original fran-
chise documents.  

McLaughlin’s wife, dancer Irene 
Castle, designed the team’s origi-
nal logo, a crudely drawn black-
and-white Native head in a circle.  
This design underwent several 
significant changes between 1926 
and 1955.  Beginning in the 1955–
56 season the white outer circle 
was removed and the head was 
redesigned.  This crest and uni-
form went through subtle changes 
until the 1964–65 season, when 
the current logo was adopted. 

The Blackhawks remain among 
the many sports teams still using 
Native Americans as their mas-
cots, logos, or names.  Although 
in 2008 the staff of The Hockey 
News voted the team’s main logo 
the best in the NHL, in 2010 
sports columnist Damien Cox 
called on the franchise to retire 
the “racially insensitive” logo. 

A nearly identical logo and flag 
are used by the Portland Winter-
hawks, a major junior ice hockey 
team playing in the Western 
Hockey League.  While there is no 

Blackhawks, Chicago’s NHL 
hockey team.  But I still wondered 
why an American Indian appeared 
on the flag.   The answer was very 
simple:  the name “Blackhawks” 
honors an American Indian chief 
named Black Hawk. 

The team was one of the original 
six in the National Hockey 
League.  Its first owner, Frederic 
McLaughlin, had served during 
World War I as a commander 
with the 333rd Machine Gun  
Battalion of the 86th Infantry  
Division.  It was nicknamed the 
“Blackhawk Division”, after Chief 
Black Hawk of the Sauk nation,   
a prominent figure in Illinois   
history.  McLaughlin probably 
named the team in honor of his 
military unit. 
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official connection between the 
teams, the first Winterhawks  
team in 1951 wore a set of used 
Chicago Blackhawks jerseys.    
Coincidentally, the original 1926 
Blackhawks team mostly came 
from the Portland Rosebuds. 

I call on the members of the  
Portland Flag Association to    
research the origins of the Winter-
hawks logo and its connection to 
that of the Blackhawks. 

Black Hawk, or Makataimeshekiakiahwas    
(1767–1838) was a chief of the Sauk American 
Indian tribe in what is now the United States.  
During the War of 1812 Black Hawk fought on 
the side of the British.   

Later he led a band of Sauk and Fox warriors, 
known as the British Band, against European-
American settlers in Illinois and present-day   
Wisconsin in the 1832 Black Hawk War. 

After the war, he was captured and taken to the 
eastern U.S., where he and other leaders toured 
several cities.  Black Hawk died in 1838 in today’s southeastern Iowa.  He 
left behind an enduring legacy through many eponyms and other tributes. 

Top: 

1926/27–1934/35 

1935/36–1936/37 

1937/38–1954/55 

 

Bottom: 

1955/56–1963/64 

1964/65–Present 

The Chicago Blackhawks logo over time.  (www.sportslogos.net) 

Chicago Blackhawks flags fly    
alongside those of Chicago, Illinois, 

and USA at Navy Pier. 

Quest Rogers / ParagonQuest 

 



The Vexilloid Tabloid 4 

June 2013 

In our May meeting, hosted by 
Scott Mainwaring in his new 
home, 12 PFA members enjoyed 
a lively evening of flags and     
peripherally related topics. 

Scott, as host, led us through in-
troductions and moderated our 
discussion.  He shared a newly-
acquired book, Goldstein’s Burn-
ing the Flag, and music videos us-
ing gray-scale U.S. flags as a sym-
bol of poverty or recession.  His 
sons Nathanial and Henry dis-
played flag designs they’d created. 

David Koski led an intriguing dis-
cussion of flags created by sepa-
rate, individual components (such 
as placards held by a stadium 
crowd )—which are “not flags 
until the moment they appear”. 

Michael Orelove updated us on 
his “gather U.N. member flags” 
project, showing his latest acquisi-
tions.  He also shared Braille flags 

of the U.K. and Canada, items 
from his time capsules, and 
“American Flag” pasta.  

Ken Dale noted that the flag 
patch on Apollo space suits     
appeared on the left shoulder, 
hoist to front, except for the ill-
fated Apollo 1 astronauts, who 
wore the flag on the right shoul-
der, hoist to back.  He took us 
away from flags with a discussion 
of surveyor’s meridians, then       
reminded us of the importance of 
Memorial Day, encouraging us to 
participate in events at our       
region’s war memorials. 

Patrick Genna shared many im-
ages of flag use he had culled 
from recent news, including the 
controversy over a U.S. Marine 

May 2013 Flutterings You Need to Know 

unit in Afghanistan adopting a 
flag that used symbols eerily   
similar to those of the Nazi SS. 

Scott Mainwaring hoists the PFA flag to start the May meeting. 

The flag of South Sudan, sent by that 
country to Michael Orlove. 

Patrick Genna stumps us with the 
flag of the Greek Orthodox Church. 
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David Ferriday showed the results 
of his inquiry into designing flags 
considering how they would look 
hanging limp from a pole.  We 
discussed the right term for that 
position—“flagcid”?  He brought 
full-size example flags in fabric 
and a pole to display them on. 

Jesse Spillers introduced the Long 
Island secessionist flag, with col-
ors representing the Dutch and 
New Yorker origins, four stars for 
the four counties, and an “eel’s 
tongue” for Long Island’s forked 
shape.  His research had been in-
spired by the book and TV show 
How States Got Their Shapes. 

Ted Kaye modeled his new Port-
land Timbers Army scarf, which 
utilizes the Portland city flag as a 
major design motif.  He displayed 
a combined U.S.-Mexico flag he 
bought recently in LA, and Lloyd’s 
Register of American Yachts, with its 
many pages of private signals.   

Larry Snyder stumped us with a 
replica flag of the American 
Revolution-era Delaware Militia, 
which he then gave to our host.  
He has a large collection of such 
flags and vowed to continue giv-
ing them away—a great reason to 
attend our meetings! 

Max Liberman described a recent 
change in Royal Canadian Navy 
flags—the ensign and the jack  
designs have traded places, bring-
ing them in line with Common-
wealth practice.  He solicited our 
thoughts as he prepares to repre-
sent the PFA in Rotterdam. 

Fred Barrett, attending for the 
first time, has been developing 
designs for the Oregon state flag 
since 2005.  He discussed his lat-
est effort using a full-size version 
in fabric, and described the how 
and why of its design elements. 

The proposed flag for an independent 
Long Island, found by Jesse Spillers. 

Fred Barrett describes his proposed 
flag for Oregon, as an image of it 

flying is viewed. 

The mashup flag of U.S. and Mexico, bought recently by Ted Kaye                   
on Olvera Street in Los Angeles, California. 

How to design a flag that  looks good 
when hanging limp?—asks architect 

David Ferriday. 
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Flags in the News 

By Ted Kaye 

The Recreational Boating Asso-
ciation of Washington represents 
30,000 boaters in the state 
through both individual member-
ships and the membership of over 
50 boating clubs.  The main focus 
of RBAW is state boating issues, 
and it is the only organization rep-
resenting recreational boaters in 
Washington. 

Founded earlier, it was incorpo-
rated in 1956 as the Puget Sound 
Interclub Association.  Its name 
later changed to the Inter-club 
Boating Association of Washing-
ton and in 1992 took its current 
name. 

Recreational Boating      
Association of Washington 

The flag of the Recreational Boating 
Association of Washington                
(a square knot—or granny). 

The flag of the International Federa-
tion of Vexillological Associations—

FIAV  (a sheet bend). 

RBAW’s mission is to represent 
the interests of Northwest boaters 
effectively.  It has a professional 
lobbyist in the state capital, Olym-
pia, who makes sure boaters’ col-
lective voice is heard by state law-
makers, and works with the B.C. 
Council of Yacht Clubs. 

RBAW’s flag/logo, as it appears 
on its website, depicts a yellow 
square knot on blue.  It strongly 
resembles the FIAV flag with its 
yellow sheet bend on blue!  How-
ever, without the small fimbri-
ations used by the FIAV flag, it is 
actually impossible to determine if 
the RBAW knot is a square knot 
or a granny.  Unusually, it appears 
to have a header set inward of the 
hoist, although that may simply be 
design license. 

John Hood (1934-2011), left be-
hind a collection of 600 full-size 
flags, which he’d flown at his and 
Vivian Jackson’s home on N.E. 
39th Ave. on “Flag Flying Days”.  
Vivian has donated the flags to 
David Douglas High School, 
which was eager to take them. 

Meanwhile, John’s son Cris has 
entrusted two flags to the PFA:  
his father’s 5’ x 9.5’ casket flag, 
provided by the U.S. Navy, and   
a 46-star (1908–12) U.S. flag once 
owned by John’s mother.  The 
first will be flown by each PFA 
meeting’s host; the second will be 
used in PFA members’ educa-
tional presentations. 

John Hood’s Flags 

This 46-star (1908–12) U.S. flag once belonged to John Hood’s mother;                           
it has been entrusted to PFA for use in educational presentations. 
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What Was that Flag?  Answers to the last quiz What’s that Flag? 

Can you name these seven flags 
and identify the theme? 

Answers in the next issue… 

By Max Liberman 

The theme linking these flags:  all 
use the unusual color orange. 

Orange Free State (South Africa) 

Chagos Islanders (formerly of the 
British Indian Ocean Territory) 

New Ireland (Papua New Guinea) 

Niger 

Tierra del Fuego Province 
(Argentina) 

Antarctica (Whitney Smith proposal) 

New York City 
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July Meeting 
The next meeting of the Portland 
Flag Association will be at 7 p.m., 
Thursday, July 11, 2013, at Ted 
Kaye’s house:  2235 NW Aspen (at 
Belgrave), Portland, Oregon 97210. 

See the map at right.   

We look forward to seeing those of 
you who have missed recent meet-
ings, plus hear some new stories, 
see some different flags, and engage 
in provocative discussion. 

If you can’t get to the meeting, per-
haps you can give the editor some-
thing to share with our readers. 

Portland Flag Miscellany 

The Bridgetown Comedy Festival 
began in 2008.  This year’s 4-day 
event used a riff on the Portland 
city flag for its promotional 
poster.  It closely echoes some of 
the designs proposed for our PFA 
flag in 2007. 

Poster for the 2013 Bridgetown   
Comedy Festival. 

The Portland Thorns recently beat 
the Seattle Reign 2-1 in their debut 
at Portland’s Jeld-Wen Park before 
a crowd of 16,479.   Playing in the 
National Women’s Soccer League 
(NWSL), the Thorns are affiliated 
with the Portland Timbers.  The 
Timbers Army came out in full 
force, flying not only Cascadia flags  
but new flags reflecting the Thorns’ 
home colors—red and black—and 
the Portland flag’s hypocycloid. 

The Vexilloid Tabloid , founded in 1999 by the late John Hood, is published bi-monthly 
by and for the Portland Flag Association—Portland, Oregon, U.S.A. 

Proposal #5 for the PFA flag, 2007. Proposal #3 for the PFA flag, 2007. 
Flags celebrate the Portland Thorns. 

Photos by Rob Kaye. 


