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By Ted Kaye (& John Hood)

It’s been 20 years!
The Portland Flag Association
had its roots in the local organizing committee for the 28th annual
meeting of the North American
Vexillological Association. The
organization itself was conceived
at a sub-meeting of NAVA 28,
held in Portland, Oregon, in
October 1994. It was originally
envisioned as a regional group
for “Cascadia”, with quarterly
meetings hosted by members in
Oregon, Washington, and British
Columbia.
The first regular meeting was
held in Seattle in March 1995.
However, as the logistics proved
overwhelming, soon after that it
was reduced to the “Portland Flag
Group”, since all members lived
in or around Portland.

Why am I depicted
upside-down?
— The Portland Flag

By 1999, the late Harry Oswald
(who had chaired the NAVA 28
committee and had a personalized
license plate reading “NAVA 28”)
was doing his best to keep the
rabble in order. He kept the mailing list, recruited members, sent
out meeting notices, and edited a

one-page newsletter summarizing
each quarterly meeting. That May,
John Hood debuted a full-color
two-page newsletter (Issue 1 of
The Vexilloid Tabloid).
In January 2001 we agreed to identify ourselves as the “Portland Flag
Association”; in 2010 we adopted
a flag. In August 2013 we joined
FIAV, the International Federation
of Vexillological Associations.
We now have over 30 members,
meet bi-monthly, and publish this
Vexilloid Tabloid six times a year.
[from the PFA History posted on our
website: portlandflag.org]

We meet the second Thursday of
odd-numbered months. Please
mark your 2015 calendars for PFA
meetings at 7:00 PM at the following
dates/locations:
1/8/15
3/12/15
5/14/15
7/9/15
9/10/15
11/12/15

Jessie Spillers
Patrick Genna
John Schilke
Ted Kaye
Larry Snyder
Michael Orelove

Thank you to our generous hosts
for their hospitality to the PFA!

If you wish to compliment the editor, or to contribute in the future, contact Ted Kaye at
503-223-4660 or kandsons@aol.com. If you wish to complain, call your mother.
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Bay Area Flag Report
By Ted Kaye

A recent visit to the San Francisco
Bay Area yielded some interesting
flag sightings.

As reported in VT #44, a tile
mural on the side of a building
spells out “BANK OF AMERICA
SAUSALITO CAL”.

In Sausalito, Hanson Gallery Fine Arts offers owner Scott Hanson’s
American Flag with License Plate Slogans. Made from real license plates and
100-year-old barn wood, and measuring 52” x 84”, it sells for $17,500.

www.hansongalleryfineart.com

In San Francisco’s Hayes Valley
neighborhood, Joe Theisen
spruced up his building at 540
Laguna St. with 33 holes in the
façade and first famously displayed the flags of all 2014 World
Cup countries (plus Ireland). In
September new flags went up.
In Portland Airport’s Concourse A,
Susan Murrell’s installation “Areal
Density” utilizes multiple flagshaped objects (although apparently not representing actual flags).
She teaches art at Eastern Oregon
University in La Grande.
December 2014

Now referred to as “the Flag
Wall” (or, less popularly, “the
House of Holes”), the building
currently flies 10 flags that spell
out “Hayes Valley” (two Ls share
a flag) and 23 flags designed by
artists affiliated with the nearby
Hayes Valley Art Coalition.

Source: http://hoodline.com/2014/09/houseof-holes-debuts-new-flag-installation
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What Flags to Fly for Thanksgiving
Jim Ferrigan once mounted a
Thanksgiving display in his Flag
Store in San Francisco, representing
components of the holiday meal:
hungry, turkey, grease, and china
(but the “good” china).
[Apologies to our friends in either China for
this old joke!]

Flag Wrapping Paper
David Koski is experimenting with
repeating designs derived from flag
images, using various transformative algorithms. Every one is based
on a component of the full flag.
Here are examples based on the
United States flag. David has also
developed versions based on the
Union Jack and the flag of the city
of Portland.

He shared these designs at the
November meeting. They might
be used for wrapping paper or
other similar decorative purposes.

PFA members applauded his
creativity and urged him to pursue
marketing the concept. Wouldn’t it
sell well in Chicago, for example?
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November 2014 Flutterings You Need to Know
In our November meeting,
postponed a week by weather
and hosted by Michael Orelove,
10 PFA members enjoyed a lively
3-hour evening of flags and other
wide-ranging topics. As the host,
Michael moderated the event.
Noting that half of the attendees
had served in uniform, Ken Dale
described celebrating Veteran’s Day
with 5 free meals.
Michael Orelove described the
latest success of his “write and get
flags” education project, showing
the latest yacht club and government agency flags he’d received—
including those of the Peace Corps,
Dept. of Interior, and EPA.
Scott Mainwaring updated us on
the PFA’s Facebook page and the
comments there on the recent 99%
Invisible segment on the Portland
flag. He also relayed a communication from Oregon Boys State about
redesigning Salem’s flag.

Our Facebook presence is growing,
thanks to Scott Mainwaring.

The Basque flag fascinates architect
David Ferriday.

David Ferriday read passages from
R. Buckminster Fuller’s Critical
Path (1981), giving a version of the
origin of the Continental Colors,
and Rambles in Old College Towns by
Hildegarde Hawthorne (1917),
describing the U.S. Naval Academy’s flag room. He also showed
his custom flag apron.

Jessie Spillers recently visited
Hawaii on a bucket-list trip, and
gave a detailed report on the history
of its flags since 1816.
Prodigal member Fred Paltridge
announced that he and his fiancée
have set a wedding date: 4/18/17,
exactly 10 years after his Jumbotron
proposal at a Trailblazers game (on
the 100th birthday of his hero, film
music composer Miklós Rózsa).
Ted Kaye described recent communications with city staff on behalf
of the PFA on promoting use of
the Portland flag. He told of his
recent radio/podcast interviews on
Slate/Gist, 99% Invisible, and All
Things Considered (see p. 6), and
shared a story of Spanish national
flag use/protest in the aspiring
independent region of Catalonia.

In honor of our meeting in Gresham,
Michael Orelove unfurls its flag.
December 2014

Jessie Spillers was surprised to see
the Union Jack on a U.S. state flag.

He presented an appropriate book
to our host: Flags of the Night Sky:
When Astronomy Meets National Pride.
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Patrick Genna shows his newlyacquired Greek flag, as Jessie Spillers
enjoys a joke. Note the Portland flag
finial in the background.

Patrick Genna shared his most
recent Goodwill flag purchases,
including Texas, Greece, and the
Vatican. Ever generous, he gave
them away to interested members.
David Koski introduced his concept of flag wrapping paper, created
through repeating components of
flag designs through various algorithms (see p. 3). He also led a fascinating discussion of the prospect

During a discussion of the flag of Washington, D.C., Ted Kaye explains to
Michael Orelove the putative connection between George Washington’s
coat of arms and the flag of the United States.

of an “average color” of a flag,
outlining how he might determine
it. A discussion followed on how
to objectively calculate the relative
complexity of a flag design.
John Schilke, just back from a
visit to Iceland, reported on his
observations of national flag use
there—mostly on government
buildings and ships.

Dr. Whitney Smith’s 1970 book on
U.S. state flags comes in very handy.

David Koski and John Schilke always
keep the discussion at a high level.

Our next meeting will be at the
home of Jessie Spillers, on January
8th. A suggestion, since our numbers have grown: a voluntary limit
of 10 minutes per person. Let’s
aim for that!

Fred Paltridge shares the story of film
composer Miklós Rózsa.
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Roundup
Vexillonnaires in Coos Bay, on the
southern Oregon coast, are
prompting the return of a flag
display to its international roots.
In 1991 the flagpoles above the
boardwalk and Central Avenue
there flew flags representing the
34 countries that used Coos Bay’s
as a port of call.
However, the city
passed a resolution
in 2009 to fly all
U.S. flags until
troops returned
from Iraq and
Afghanistan—a
milestone expected
soon.
A city council subcommittee has
proposed a return to international
diversity, but adding flags of entities particularly significant to the

region—the West coast states and
Canada; the cities of Coos Bay
and North Bend; and the Coquille
Tribe and the Confederated
Tribes of the Coos Lower
Umpqua and Siuslaw Indians.
The Coos Bay World asserted that
“...flying these flags is a necessary
expression of the city’s soul, and
its ability to recognize and respect
the world outside our own little
island community.”
The city council asked for public
input before its Dec. 2 decision.
The original 1991 flag installations were proposed by a group
of Coos Bay residents, led by
Terri Whitty, wanting to “spruce
up” the city. An anonymous
donor will fund the new flags.
Source: theworldlink.com;
Photo: Lou Sennick;
Story Spotter: Scott Mainwaring

Ted Kaye’s 15 minutes of fame—
in small portions….

Your loquacious VT editor has
recently been interviewed on Slate
(Mike Pesca’s podcast “The Gist”)
<http://www. slate.com/articles/
podcasts/gist.html>; 99% Invisible

(the “tiny radio show about
design” by Roman Mars)
<http://99percentinvisible.org/episode/
vexillonaire>; and National Public

Radio (All Things Considered)
<http:/www.npr.org/2014/
11/22/365993105/what-does-its-chosenbanner-says-about-isis>.

In the interviews he discussed the
flags of the UK (after Scotland...),
New Zealand, Ukraine (and breakaway territories), the Islamic State,
and—most importantly—Portland!

Children of the Boys and Girls Club of Portland wave various flags during a flag
presentation by Michael Orelove at the Margaret Scott Elementary School in July.
December 2014

To record the 4-minute NPR/ATC
segment, he visited the studios of
Oregon Public Broadcasting, and
spoke from there to Tess Vigeland,
former OPB reporter and now a
guest host of All Things Considered at NPR West in Los Angeles.
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What’s that Flag?

What Was that Flag? Answers to the last quiz

By David Ferriday

By David Ferriday

1. Determine the two colors (sometimes with white) used in each of
these designs, 2. Identify the flags,
and 3. Name my New Jersey high
school, which uses these two colors.

The theme linking these flags
is obvious—red dots. Congrats
to Tony Burton of Australia, who
first solved the quiz and always
has interesting insights beyond
the author’s original intent.

Answers in the next issue…

Livorno, Italy (historical ensign)

Japan
Okinawa Prefecture, Japan

Rear Admiral, Great Britain

Royal Air Force, Great Britain

Roerich Peace Flag (see VT #20)

Ohio, USA

Hint: “Znamierowski”
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Portland Flag Miscellany
A recent Facebook post asked for help
identifying this mystery flag pin,
offered for sale on eBay.
Flag enthusiasts familiar with
Portland history easily identified it as
a simplified version of the flag of the
1905 world’s fair here, the Lewis &
Clark Centennial and American and
Pacific Exposition & Oriental Fair.

Portland’s mayor, Charlie Hales,
reports to us: “We flew the Portland
flag all summer on the s/v Elizabeth,
in Puget Sound and Canada’s Gulf
Islands. Lots of comments and questions. This image is from our return
voyage, nearing the mouth of the
Strait of Juan De Fuca.”

In VT #47, we reported on the prospective “Intersection Repair” at NE 18th &
Holland—in the shape of a Portland Flag. Somebody beat us to painting it...

January Meeting
The next meeting of the Portland
Flag Association will be at 7 PM,
Thursday, January 8, 2015, at the
home of Jessie Spillers (Legends),
1132 S.W. 19th Ave., Portland,
OR 97204. You can take MAX.
See the map at right.
We look forward to seeing those of
you who have missed recent meetings, and hear some new stories, see
some different flags, and engage in
provocative discussion.
If you can’t get to the meeting,
perhaps you can give the editor
something to share with readers.
December 2014

The Vexilloid Tabloid , founded in 1999 by the late John Hood, is published bi-monthly
by and for the Portland Flag Association—Portland, Oregon, U.S.A. Find back issues at www.portlandflag.org.

