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The Vexilloid Tabloid at 50 Issues 
By Ted Kaye 

We’ve published 50 issues of this 
newsletter—an achievement, if we 
say so ourselves.  Paraphrasing 
part of the PFA history by John 
Hood, a founder and long-time 
“mainspring of our enterprise”: 

In May 1999, John Hood tried his 
hand at a full-color 2-page newslet-
ter (issue #1 of what he called the 
Vexilloid Tabloid), but it proved too 
daunting for his steam-powered 
computer and he gave up. 

In July, 2004, John was moved to 
re-launch the Vexilloid Tabloid, with 
his new and improved, electrical 
computer.  The result was surpris-
ing, even to him!  He started with 
#2, and produced a fine and con-
tinuous print run until his death in 
2010. 

John tried to have a little fun, 
hence the flag quiz.  He also pub-
lished serious articles, rivaling 
many other flag publications and 
often scooping them with current 
flag news. 

I stepped into John’s large shoes  
in 2011, producing #30 and all VT 
issues since then. 
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...awe-inspiring as an 
army with banners.  

— Song of Solomon 6:10 
[CSB] 

I have tried to maintain the style, 
format, and tone of the VT estab-
lished by John in the 29 issues he 
produced.  Its goal is not only to 
knit the Portland Flag Association 
together but to share its enthusi-
asm with the rest of the vexi-world.  
The VT reaches over 100 vexillolo-
gists across the globe directly, and 
untold others through the PFA 
website. 

Many PFA members contribute 
material for the VT (or the 
VexTab, as some members call it).  
Content most often begins as a 
presentation or discussion item at  
a PFA meeting.  Invoking John’s 
memory, I will respond to a partic-
ularly interesting point with a polite 
request for an image, a bit of infor-
mation, a quiz, or a full article.  

Several members have created the 
quizzes which challenge readers of 
every issue—and spur responses 
from near and far. 

So...thanks to all who make the  
VT a success as it celebrates its 
50th issue, and to those who enjoy 
it and provide helpful feedback and 
occasional praise.  To the next 50 
issues! 
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In our January meeting, hosted by 
Jessie Spillers, 13 PFA members 
enjoyed a lively 3-hour evening of 
flags and other wide-ranging top-
ics.  As the host, Jessie moderated 
the event and led introductions. 

David Koski expanded on his  
concept of “average color”, posing 
a quiz featuring 12 flags (see article 
on p. 6 and the quiz on p. 7). 

Max Liberman led a discussion of 
the challenge of the Portland flag 
often flown upside-down.  We re-
solved to suggest that Elmer’s Flag 
& Banner imprint “TOP” on the 
reverse of the header, to help guide 
unenlightened janitors and others. 

Ken Dale shared his Cold War 
Veteran badge hat. 

Attending after a long absence, 
Marshall Goldberg explored the 
design of the flag of Howard 
County, Maryland, and described 
the standard pattern for that state’s 
county flags. 

Scott Mainwaring described the 
PFA’s growing on-line presence, 
described the adoption process of 
Provo, Utah’s new flag (see p. 4), 
and showed a “Flag for 2015” (p. 6). 

Ted Kaye, who collects flags of 
places where he has traveled, led     
a “name-that-flag” challenge with 
flags he had NOT earned (gifts 
from others), e.g. Bhutan and Tibet. 

January 2015 Flutterings You Need to Know 

David Ferriday brought a book 
showing the heraldic displays after 
the death of Elizabeth I in 1603, 
and explained the answers to his 
latest intriguing quiz (see p. 7).   

Patrick Genna recognized the 50th 
anniversary of Canada’s flag, and 
gave away recent Goodwill finds.  
He displayed flags on actual flag-
staffs—going above and beyond. 

After exhibiting his own Goodwill 
purchases, Carl Larson shared the 
flag of the Taranaki Region of the 
North Island of New Zealand. 

Carl Larson shows the distinctive flag of the Taranaki region of New Zealand, 
where he spent half a year as a high school exchange student. 

Marshall Goldberg recently visited 
Howard County, Maryland. 

Scott Mainwaring debuts his “Flag for 
2015”, depicting months and days. 

John Schilke amuses Ken Dale with 
his comments on China’s flag. 
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Attending for the first time, Becky 
Olson showed the unusual flag 
she’d designed and sewn for Carl’s 
house.  Its blue field represents the 
cold outdoors, the white border 
the house’s walls, and the yellow 
the welcoming interior. 

Michael Orelove showed off his 
new American-flag-themed pool 
cue and described the latest success 
of his “write and get flags” educa-
tion project, showing the latest 
flags he’d received—including 
those of Saudi Arabia, Morocco, 
and Salem, Oregon. 

John Schilke promised to bring an 
Icelandic flag to a future meeting. 

Our next meeting will be at the 
home of Patrick Genna on March 
12th.  He took the Portland Flag 
Association flag with him—the 
customary task of the next host. 

The flag of Salem Oregon (1972), a recent acquisition by Michael Orelove, features 
a star and a stylized image of the state capitol’s cupola. 

Becky Olson shows her own creation, a 
flag representing Carl Larson’s house. 

David Koski’s “average flag color” 
challenge intrigues Scott Mainwaring. 

Jessie Spillers, the evening’s generous 
host, shares an amusing John Oliver 
(Last Week Tonight) segment on the 

upcoming New Zealand flag           
referenda in 2015 and 2016. 

Commemorating the recent tragic   
terrorist events in France, Patrick  

Genna unfurls the Tricolore. 

Sharing recent Wall Street Journal  
clippings, Ted Kaye shows a flag  

bearing the image of Vladimir Putin. 

The interior of a Pusser’s Rum cup, 
depicting Nelson’s signal at Trafalgar. 
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Provo Puts Its Latest Logo on a Bedsheet 

The work session adjourned    
without reaching a decision.  By 
the next month, the committee  
had made a decision.  Current and 
former council members Hales  
and Everett outvoted vexillologist 

The effort got bogged down in a 
long, drawn-out process.  Report-
ing on a municipal council work    
session in September, 2014, 
the Provo Daily Herald noted that 
even after a “full year-and-a-half 
[…], many discussions, resident 
comments, blogs and more vet-
ting…the municipal council has  
yet to figure out just what long-
term symbol could represent    
Provo on the city’s flagpole.”    
Indeed, within the three-person 
committee tasked with recom-
mending a design, a dispute had 
arisen between “Provo’s resident 
vexillologist, Jason Bates” and the 
graphic designer, city councilman, 
and designer of the flag to be    
replaced—Stephen Hales.        
(Any position taken by the third 

committee member, former coun-
cilwoman Sherrie Hall Everett,  
isn’t mentioned.) 

Jason Bates cited the Good Flag,  
Bad Flag principles and the flags of  
Chicago and of the District of   
Columbia as particularly good ex-
emplars.  The Daily Herald quotes 
him as saying: “It’s important to 
come up with a good flag design.  
A good city flag design can be-
come more than just a logo.”    
Stephen Hales, on the other hand, 
didn’t “seem to be as caught up in 
flag tradition as his team member 
Bates.”  Hales said: “Have the flag 
with a circle in the middle with the 
city’s logo.  It doesn’t need classic 
flag elements.  It needs something 
that extends the city’s identity.” 

In an effort to move forward, the 
mayor’s office offered two designs 
to be considered, each referencing 
elements from the city’s logo but 
not including it in its entirety: 

Former flag of Provo (1985–2015).   
Designed by Stephen Hales Creative 

Design. 

One of the designs proposed by the 
mayor’s office in September 2014. 

The other design proposed by the 
mayor’s office in September 2014. 

Flag of Provo as of 6 January 2015.  Designed by Stephen Hales. 

by Scott Mainwaring 

The flag of Provo, Utah, ranked   
extremely low (143rd out of 150)    
among the flag designs evaluated in 
NAVA’s 2004 American City Flags 
Survey, eventually leading to an   
effort in 2013 by Mayor John      
Curtis to create and adopt a new  
flag for Utah’s third-largest city. 
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Bates, 2 against 1, and Hales     
presented a design based on his 
own suggestion from the previous 
session (having passed over both 
of the mayor’s office proposals). 
Hales’ new design went on to be 
approved on 6 January 2015 as 
Provo’s new flag, replacing Hales’ 
old design. 

What happened to Bates’ and the 
mayor’s office proposals?  Anyone 
interested in the politics of munici-
pal flag design will find the video 
record of the Provo Municipal 
Council work session of 21 Octo-
ber 2014 to be most informative  
(it’s on YouTube at youtu.be/
LdotTduoPaI?t=1h30m05s). 

What happened there provides      
a number of lessons for flag      
designers and vexillonnaires: 

(1) Hales asserted that his design 
was consistent with NAVA’s    
articulated principles of good flag 
design by referencing highly-rated 
municipal flags in the 2004 Ameri-
can City Flag Survey that included 
circular logos (like Phoenix, Arizo-
na, ranked 4th) or what he inter-
preted as circular logos (like St. 
Louis, Missouri, ranked 5th). 

(2) Flag design principles them-
selves were deemed more or 
less irrelevant.  We are told that 
they might have been historically 
important for military flags, but 
what has this got to do with    
modern day municipal flags like 
Provo’s?  Such principles might   
be important for a flag lasting      
50 or 100 years, but this is out-
weighed by the needs of the imme-
diate present; it’s much more     
important, we are told, that the  
flag be immediately recognizable 
by current residents without any 
effort.  The principles might be 
important for flags that are        
embraced by a population and 
flown by many private citizens;  
but the flag to be designed has no 
such lofty ambitions—if it’s only 
flown from flagpoles the city owns, 
it will be considered a success.    
(In other words, the flag is not for 
the people of Provo, but for the 
government of Provo—it’s just a 
service provided to them, nothing 
more.) 

(3) Related to the above, it is clear 
from the video that the flag was 
seen as properly subordinate to a     

larger effort to brand the city:  a 
larger, expensive, professionally- 
designed marketing effort.  Seen in 
this light, it makes perfect sense to 
defer to the judgment of an adver-
tising professional (rather than that 
of an amateur vexillologist) and in 
evaluating a design to put a great 
deal of weight on the degree to 
which it leverages the city’s sub-
stantial investment in a logo (and 
not the degree to which it draws 
upon more enduring symbols than 
logos). 

(4) The discipline of flag design 
isn’t doing itself any favors, in 
these political contexts, by brand-
ing itself with arcane, hard-to-
pronounce, and apparently hard-to- 
spell terms like “vexillology”. 

(5) Good design by committee, if 
not impossible, is very hard!  In the 
case of Provo, as in many others 
(e.g., see the case of Toronto 
in Vexilloid Tabloid #47), it often 
comes down to one person vigor-
ously promoting his own design. 

At the end of the day and after  
tiring effort and controversy,    
Provo has a new flag, one that still 
is almost certainly better than the 
one it is replacing.  It’s possible 
that the people of Provo will come 
to love this logo-based flag, and to 
adopt it as their own, not just as 
city hall’s.  It’s a shame, however, 
that the populist criteria for defin-
ing what makes an enduring, em-
braceable “good flag” were unable 
to carry the day against more    
marketing-based, short-term    
competitors. 

Flag of Phoenix, Arizona.                
Designed in 1990 by the graphic     

design firm Smit, Ghomlely, Sanft. 

Flag of St. Louis, Missouri.            
Designed in 1962 by art history      

professor Theodore Sizer (1892–1967). 
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Scott Mainwaring has created a flag 
for the year 2015.  Sundays are 

A Flag for 2015  

A Flag’s Average Color 
By David Koski 

In a recent PFA meeting, we brief-
ly discussed the idea of reducing a 
given flag to its average color as a 
possible shortcut for classification,  
or for comparison with others. 

Wanting to see how that might 
work, I devised a “quick and dirty” 
method for testing the idea.  While 
not exact or definitive, it seems to 
serve the modest purpose at hand.  

Here’s how I went about it:  

First, I went to a website that 
showed national flags, apparently 
all in the same format and pur- 
porting to show the flags in their 
correct proportions.  I chose 
twelve flags that I thought might 
yield results interesting in their  
similarities and differences. 

along the top, Saturdays are along 
the bottom, so it’s read from top 

to bottom, and then from left/
hoist to right/fly.  

January is dark blue, May is yellow, 
September is red, etc.  The upper 
left corner is actually Sunday, 28 
December 2014 (December is pur-
ple), and the lower right corner is 
actually 2 January 2016. 

It actually works for any non-leap 
year starting on Thursday, thus 
there would be 14 possible varia-
tions on this design. 

A question for readers:  what other 
years / dates have their own flag 
(not counting flags for something 
that happened on that date)? Scott Mainwaring’s “Flag for 2015”.   Is this the first flag for a year? 

I downloaded each flag image and 
saved it into a folder on my com-
puter.  All images were GIF format 
with “indexed” colors.  For each 
flag, I opened the image in Pho-
toshop, converted it from indexed 
color mode to RGB color mode 
(to enable blurring in a later step), 
selected and copied the image, 
resized the image by a factor of 
nine, then pasted the original flag 
image 81 times to make a 9x9 ma-
trix.  Finally, after collapsing the  
81 resulting layers down to one,     

I applied a Gaussian blur sufficient 
to make a smooth blend, and then 
cropped the image to a square  
sample in the exact center that  
appeared to be of uniform color, 
the supposed average color of    
the flag. I then saved the square 
sample with a name keyed to the 
name of the flag it came from.  
Fortunately, Photoshop has auto-
mation features, so I didn’t need  
to do it all “by hand”. 

The results must speak for them-
selves.  It’s hard to know what use 
the idea might have, but like a new-
born baby it might grow up and get  
a job. 

Thanks, and see you next time! 

[See the quiz on p. 7 to identify all 
twelve flags.] 

 

The “average” color of the flag 
of Japan is pink, reflecting the red 
of the central disk diluted by the 

predominant white field. 

= 
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What Was that Flag?  Answers to the last quiz 

The 12 squares below each present 
the average color of a national 
flag.  Can you match the country 
flag to its average color? 

By David Koski 

These flags all use red & black (and 
sometimes white), the colors of my 
alma mater, Columbia High 
School, in New Jersey.  They all 
appear in Alfred Znamierowski’s 
World Encyclopedia of Flags. 

By David Ferriday 

What’s that Flag? 

Württemberg, Germany 

Rome Republic 

Anarcho-syndicalists 

Takeda Shingen (Japanese daimyo)  

Arapahoe Tribe, USA 

Udmurtia 

Afrikaner Resistance Movement 

Tony Burton, Mike Thomas, & Max Liberman scored the most right answers; 
of course, in some cases there are multiple correct answers.  Congratulations! 

1. Barbados 
2. Canada 
3. France 
4. Germany 
5. Ireland 
6. Italy 
7. Jamaica 
8. Japan 
9. Mexico 
10. Sweden 
11. U.K. 
12. U.S.A. 

Answers in the next issue… 

A B 

C D 

F E 

G H I J K L 
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Portland Flag Miscellany 

March Meeting 

The Vexilloid Tabloid , founded in 1999 by the late John Hood, is published bi-monthly by and for                                
the Portland Flag Association—Portland, Oregon, U.S.A.  Find back issues at www.portlandflag.org. 

The next meeting of the Portland 
Flag Association will be at 7 PM, 
Thursday, March 12, 2015, in the 
community space at the home of 
Patrick Genna:  1865 N.E. Davis 
St., Portland, OR  97232. 

See the map at right. 

We look forward to seeing those  
of you who have missed recent 
meetings, and hear some new sto-
ries, see some different flags, and 
engage in provocative discussion. 

If you can’t get to the meeting,  
perhaps you can give the editor 
something to share with readers. 

The Wilcox Building, at SW 6th & 
Washington, now flies the Portland 

flag on one of its four poles, thanks to 
the efforts of Ben Kaufman, COO of 

major tenant Little Bird Technologies. 

In October, Portland announced that 
Larry O’Dea would become chief of 
police in January.  Willamette Week 
ran this photo of the chief-designate, 
standing in front of the old Portland 

flag design (obsolete since 2002). 

In response to our reminder to the  
Police Bureau, media relations officer 

Sgt. Pete Simpson responded:   
“...we’ll be ordering some new City of 
Portland flags for use at official press 
events.  Thanks for reaching out to let 

us know we had old ones.” 

A long-distance image captures       
the flag of PNCA (Pacific Northwest 

College of Art), flying atop its new 
home near Portland’s Union Station.  
This month PNCA moves into the 

Arlene and Harold Schnitzer Center 
for Art and Design, the flagship         

of its new North Park Blocks campus, 
in the renovated historic federal  
building at 511 NW Broadway. 


