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By Scott Mainwaring

The flag of the Canadian region of
Labrador—the mainland portion
of the province of Newfoundland
and Labrador—is enjoying a resurgence of interest and adoption,
flying at the border crossings with
Quebec and at the city hall of the
provincial capital of St. Johns.
The flag is documented particularly
well in the online Flags of the
World database (crwflags.com/
fotw/flags/ca-nl-lb.html),
thanks to a concise 2002 essay
posted there by its designer,
Labradorian and former provincial
legislator Michael S. Martin.
The case of Labrador’s flag
provides a number of useful
lessons for flag adoption.
First, the 1974 flag was a labor of
love by Martin, his wife Patricia,
and a close circle of friends—not
the result of a bureaucratic process
or referendum.

A person gets from a symbol the
meaning he puts into it.
—The United States
Supreme Court

Second, the Martins did not initially make just a few flags to display.
Patricia, “the Betsy Ross of Labrador”, sewed 64—enough for every
town and village in Labrador…and
then some!

Michael S. Martin’s original design for
the Labrador flag, 1974
© Labrador Heritage Society.

Copyright-avoiding variant of
the Labrador flag.

Last, it provides a word of caution
about copyrighting a flag.
Annoyed by sloppy versions being
used on souvenir items, Martin attempted to enforce conformity to
the original design by copyrighting
it. But this only resulted in manufacturers purposely varying the design to avoid infringement, resulting in confusion and inconsistency.
(The holders of the flag’s copyright
actually encourage people “to use
the flag whenever and wherever
possible”.)

If you wish to compliment the editor, or to contribute in the future, contact Ted Kaye
at 503-223-4660 or editor@portlandflag.org. If you wish to complain, call your mother.
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March 2017 Flutterings You Need to Know
In our March meeting, hosted by
Patrick Genna, 11 PFA members
enjoyed a lively 3+hour evening of
flag discussion.
We welcomed new member David
Pyle, with introductions all around.
Patrick Genna showed several flags
he’d acquired at Goodwill or on
eBay, and then gave them all away
to grateful PFA members. He reported that our colleagues to the
south, GUAVA, are planning to
expand their membership beyond
West Albany High School.
Michael Orelove has created personal “time capsules” since 1980,
opening each one 20 years later.
In the 1997 box, he found some
flag-related items, including a 49star U.S. flag from his Alaska days.
He also described how he had
celebrated “Pluto Day” (18 Feb.)
with Scott Mainwaring’s Pluto flag.
David Koski led a discussion of
how flags can take different shapes,
such as when a damp U.S. flag’s fly
folds down over itself to create

Patrick Genna explains the symbolism on Portugal’s flag.

The smartphone helps David Koski
explain the Bosnia & Herzegovina flag.

vertical stripes. He described using
his personal flag (combining Finnish, Swedish, and Portland symbolism) in artwork derived from a
Second Life image (see p. 10).

Michael Orelove shows a 49-star flag
honoring his prior Alaska residence.
April 2017

Max Liberman related how he
dislikes the British practice of
creating flags for use in the 16
places where Queen Elizabeth is
sovereign—by defacing the local
arms with the queen’s badge.
He offered his thoughts on alternative designs.

Max Liberman and his alternative
flags for Elizabeth II.

David Ferriday brought another
flag-themed wine bottle, and
explained his “Flag for All Mankind” (see VT #31) with its earthair-water-fire-sun theme, describing the serendipitous connection
to his most recent art works.
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David Ferriday points out hidden
messages in his art.

Ted Kaye shared flag clippings and
his plan to deliver Portland Flag
pins to all city council members.
He posed the most recent VT quiz
as well as 10 questions from a quiz
sent by Nikita Dudko, of Seversk,
Tomskaya Oblast, Russia—
members enjoyed it.
David Pyle told of his travels and
residence abroad, and of his flag
collecting. He brought three excellent local examples—Bhutan, Djibouti, and Cyprus—the last sewn
for him by students in a convent
school in 1974 just as the country
was invaded by Turkey.
Ken Dale brought an item about
an 1859 “Abolitionist Flag” held
by the Gilder Lehrman Institute of
American History. With 20 stars

David Pyle had this Cyprus flag
hand-made there on the eve of the
1974 Turkish invasion.

An unusual 48-star pattern appears on
this U.S. flag shown by Ted Kaye.

and 9 stripes, it is an abolitionist
reconfiguration of the U.S., excluding the slave states of the South.
The flag was discovered in 1996 at
a tavern frequented by abolitionists
in Cherry Valley, Ohio, where a
son of John Brown had lived.
Scott Mainwaring gave an interesting short talk on the creation and
evolution of the Labrador flag,
from its design in 1974 by Michael
S. Martin through its contested use
to the present—it now flies at the
Québec border crossings (see p. 1).
Henry Mainwaring helped ID flags.
Leo Gardella displayed the old and
new flags of the Northern Marianas, a logo-emblazoned “Jeff Gordon” auto racing flag, and a classic
book on ship flags & funnels.

The 20-star, 9-stripe Abolitionist Flag
of 1859 caught Ken Dale’s attention.

Scott Mainwaring explains the history
of the flag of Labrador—he has
family roots in Newfoundland.

Leo Gardella shows the 1972–1981 flag
of the Northern Mariana Islands.

While not in attendance, Fred
Paltridge relayed that his marriage
has been rescheduled to April
2018, and he hopes PFA members
will participate with a flag parade.
Our next meeting will be at the
home of John Schilke on May 11.
Ken took the Portland Flag Association flag home to give him—the
customary task of the next host.

Charles & Charles Rosé.
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A Flag for Kaiapoi, Canterbury, New Zealand
You/Me/Us is the Kaiapoi community organization which sponsored the flag competition in late
2015 to early 2016. A Maori group
performed kapa haka, the traditional cultural dance of the indigenous people of New Zealand.

The new flag of Kaiapoi, a suburb of Christchurch, Canterbury, New Zealand,
depicting the community’s iconic swing bridge and the letter “K”.
By John Moody

A happy and expectant crowed
gathered on 6 February at Kaiapoi’s Trousselt Park to celebrate
Waitangi Day (New Zealand’s
national day) and to witness the
unfurling of the town’s new flag.

design (proposals by three designers were combined into this flag).
At a little after 10:12 AM the new
flag was raised to the applause of
the crowd. Watson was assisted in
the unfurling ceremony by You/
Me/Us member Brent Cairns.

The flag is a bicolor of blue over
yellow (Kaiapoi’s colors), with a
white “K” for Kaiapoi in its center. Superimposed over the “K”
is a stylized depiction in black of
an important local symbol, the
iconic swing bridge which spans
the Kaiapoi River.
The artist for the final version was
John Murphy. Colourworx Dye
Sublimation, based in Auckland,
manufactured the flag.
John Moody, president of
the New Zealand Flag Association,
lives in Kaiapoi.

Kaiapoi is a town of about 10,000
in the Canterbury region on the
South Island, a suburb of Christchurch which suffered extensive
damage in the 2010–2011 earthquakes. Kaiapoi was widely
known for the woolen mill run by
the Kaiapoi Woolen Manufacturing Company, and many items
produced at the mill can still be
found throughout the world.
Jackie Watson, chair of the Kaiapoi-Tuahiwi Community Board,
officiated at the ceremony. In her
speech she described the flag and
the people who contributed to its
April 2017

A Maori kapa haka group performed after the new Kaiapoi town flag
was unfurled in Trousselt Park on Waitangi Day.
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Roundup
Make your plans now to attend
NAVA 51: October 13–15 in
Boston, Massachusetts (nava.org)
and ICV27: 7–11 August in London,
England (icv27.co.uk).

The flag of the breakaway
“Territory of New Blount”.
Brian McKinley, director of the summer governance academy Boys State
(described in VT #59) shows the new
flag of the simulated government.
The logo represents the territory
rising from the ashes of the
“State of Christensen”.

Heraldica Slovenica
Our colleagues in Slovenia have elected Aleksander Hribovšek as the new
president and adopted a new flag.
www.grboslovje.si
www.heraldica-slovenica.si

...and our colleagues in the United
Kingdom—the Flag Institute—have
updated their flag in time for ICV 27.
Above: old design; below, new design
www.flaginstitute.org/wp

We Love Oregon
February 14th is Valentine’s Day and Oregon Statehood Day. This year, Michael Orelove took his Oregon state flag to the
Meals on Wheels program at the Gresham Senior Center. He took photos of many of the people there holding the flag.
He had two copies of each photo developed and gave each person his/her photo and made a display with the second photos.
The center’s manager, Brianna Bigham, held the Arizona State flag to honor her sister who lives there.
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The Wavy Symbolism of Potamological Vexillology—in Puerto Rico
By Carlos Alberto Morales Ramírez

Potamology—a branch of physical
geography—is the study of rivers
(think hippo-potamus, “horse of the
river” in Greek).
Within physical geography (the
subfield of geography that studies
natural phenomena in Earth’s
hydrosphere, biosphere, atmosphere, and lithosphere through
space and time), the study of rivers
is found under hydrology (the
study of water in all its forms) or
under geomorphology (specifically
fluvial geomorphology, which deals
with the formation and functions
of streams).
Continuing my interdisciplinary
approach in vexillology, I’ve
explored the representation of
rivers in flags through wavy bands.
For this inquiry I looked at the
flags from Puerto Rico’s municipalities as a case study.
Wavy bands in flags can be seen at
the national level—Kiribati and
British Indian Ocean Territories—
and at the municipal level—
St. Louis (Missouri, U.S.A). The
symbolism of these wavy bands is
typically associated with a body of
water—ocean, sea, or river.

This is not the only way that a
body of water can be symbolized
on flags; however it is the most
frequently used. Of the 78 municipalities in Puerto Rico, six have
wavy bands alluding to a river in
the area. In addition, Río Piedras,
a former municipality now part of
the capital municipality of San
Juan, also has a flag with a wavy
band.
Camuy’s flag has a white wavy
band interrupted by the Taíno sun.
This band represents the Camuy
River, which runs east of the municipality and serves as a boundary
between Camuy and Hatillo (the
municipality directly to the east).
This river submerges for a stretch
and then re-emerges to the surface
within the municipality.
Quebradillas, the municipality to
the west of Camuy, has a flag with
two quarters with green and white
wavy bands. These represent the
small streams, the Guajataca Lake
(a manmade lake south of the
municipality, shared with San
Sebastián and Isabela), and the
river of the same name. The river
here also serves as a boundary
between Quebradillas and the
municipality to the west, Isabela.

Municipalities of Puerto Rico with flags using river symbolism.
April 2017

Camuy

Quebradillas

San Sebastián

Mayagüez

Juncos
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Río Piedras

Corozal

Corozal (variant with shield)

The flag of San Sebastián places
the wavy band diagonally, dividing
the green and red sections of the
flag. The band represents the
Culebrinas River, which originates
in the mountains of the municipality of Lares and runs diagonally
through the center of the municipality southeast to the west.
Similar to San Sebastián, Mayagüez has bands that represent a
river that runs through the municipality, the Yagüez River. This river
originates in the mountains of the
municipalities that border Mayagüez to the east, Maricao and Las
Marías. The Yagüez River runs
east to west, emptying into Mayagüez Bay.
The Valenciano River is represented by blue wavy bands on the flag
of Juncos. This river flows northwest through the municipality until
it meets the Gurabo River, a tributary of the Río Grande de Loíza
(literally “Big River of Loíza”), the
largest river in Puerto Rico.
Río Piedras also has a wavy blue
band representing the river that
gives the location its name, Piedras
(stones) River. This river marks
the boundaries of this area in the
municipality of San Juan.

Guánica

Loíza

I left the Corozal flag for last because a variant version includes
river symbolism. The shield on the
flag incorporates wavy bands representing the Corozal River. This
river is a tributary of the Cibuco
River that empties in the Atlantic
Ocean in the municipality of Vega
Baja. (According to the Flags of
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the World website, the official flag
of the municipality does not have
the shield on it, nor does the municipality’s official website mention
the shield on the flag. However,
images of variants of the flag bearing the shield can be found.
As “honorable mentions” I include
the flag of Guánica, where the
bands represent the Guánica Bay,
and the flag of Loíza, where the
wavy bands allude to Loíza as a
coastal municipality and having the
widest and most abundant river on
the island.
Rivers are an important system for
humans—as a source of drinking
water, food, transportation, ecosystem dynamics—and play an important role in the hydrological
cycle. Puerto Rico has 224 named
rivers—most of them tributaries of
other main rivers—the majority
rising in the island’s central mountain range Cordillera Central.
When using flags as instructional
tools, it is interesting to explore the
ways in which rivers are given importance and symbolism throughout vexillology. Not only do they
refer to their local importance or
natural phenomena, but they also
serve as tool for understanding the
concepts of political geography
(concerning boundaries and subdivisions) and location.
On each of these flags—literally “a
river runs through it”.
Carlos Morales is a PhD student in
Geography, currently studying at the
National University of Singapore
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An Enormous Romanian Flag Made of Light
By Ted Kaye

In one of the most compelling and
innovative flag displays this year,
protesters in the Romanian capital
of Bucharest reproduced their
national flag by flashing its colors
using their mobile phones.

That night, to create a vast Romanian flag that filled the square, the
massed protesters used pieces of
colored paper and the lights from
their smartphones.

Apparently, organizers had handed
out the papers to the crowd, maintaining a very clear demarcation
line between the colors. Then at
April 2017

precisely 9 PM, protesters tens of
thousands strong turned on their
phone flashlights and shone them
through the paper, creating a huge
glowing flag.
The simple, effective design of
Romania’s flag—a vertical tribar
of blue-yellow-red—lends itself to
such a display. However, the
publicity around the flag sparked
renewed objections from Chad,
whose flag is nearly identical.
In an interesting throwback to past
symbolism, some protesters had
waved flags with the center torn
out, recalling how in 1989 the
communist-era symbols then
centered on the Romanian flag
were removed in protest, leaving a
circular hole in the middle. This
tradition followed similar gestures
in Central and Eastern Europe,
dating back to Hungary in 1956.

Using colored paper and smartphones,
Romanians created the colors of their
national flag.

Vadim Ghirda / AP

A time-lapse video from the Wall
Street Journal shows the gigantic
“flag” emerging in a matter of
minutes: www.youtube.com/
watch?v=1RBFh5gdhfM

Media outlets worldwide showed this now-iconic scene of new technology
expressing old resentments in Bucharest’s Victory Square.

Wall Street Journal video 2/13/17

In earlier events, crowds of up to
500,000 used their smart phone
flashlights to illuminate the night in
a symbolic gesture for transparency
and against corruption.

Wall Street Journal 2/13/17

On 12 February, a crowd of 70,000
gathered in Piata Victoriei (Victory
Square) to demand the resignation
of the country’s leadership, after
the government passed an ordinance weakening laws punishing
official corruption. (The laws enabled the prime minister to remain
in power despite a vote-rigging
conviction.) People gathered
nightly for weeks in February, in
the largest numbers since the violent 1989 revolution that deposed
dictator Nicolae Ceausescu.

Some Romanian flags flown in earlier
protests show the distinctive “hole in
the middle” version from 1989.

Portland Flag Association
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Burgees of the Portland Area

Thanks to Larry
Snyder for this item.
The burgee page from the

Portland Yacht Club Directory
shows “Flags of Friends”—
the burgees and flags seen most
often on the Columbia and
Willamette Rivers.

The PYC’s own burgee (right)
dates from 1935. The institution
was founded in 1908 as the
Willamette Motor Boat Club,
and it flew two previous burgee
designs.
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Art in Second Life

Welsh Lobster Flag

By David Koski

It has been my nature to make art
since I was young, and when I
graduated from the Museum Art
School (far too many years ago)
my thesis was in painting.
Over subsequent years as an adult,
I continued to create art even as
my income came from graphic
design or other work. With the
advent of personal computers I
gradually migrated my art production to the digital realm, and with
that change my methods expanded, so that nowadays almost anything I fancy might make it into
an art piece. For example, it is
common for me to incorporate
textures and patterns that I've
designed into the artworks I make
via digital compositing techniques.
My interest in flags has seldom
shown up in my art—but recently
I was needing something to add an
additional personal note to an

David Koski’s personal flag, reflecting
Finland, Sweden, and Portland.

image, and my personal flag
seemed right. The basis of the
image was a virtual photograph
that I had taken somewhere in
the virtual world “Second Life”.
I kept the books and table mostly
intact, but applied my own patterns
to the walls, replaced the floor with
bricks, and finally added a couple
of maps and my personal flag to
the wall before repainting the
entire thing.
Having done this, I realize that I
have found another way to express
my love of flags, and I likely will
bring more of them into my art
work as I go forward.

A still life based on an image in “Second Life” amended by David Koski.
April 2017

The Welsh flag, with a lobster
substituting for the dragon.

In Wales skin cancer rates have
risen 63% in the past decade.
To combat this, the Welsh
healthcare organization Skin Care
Cymru launched a campaign that
“hijacks” 30 Welsh flags at wellknown landmarks and replaces
their red dragon symbols with red
lobsters.
Locations range from the Wales
Millennium Centre in Cardiff and
Pembroke Castle to the National
Coastwatch Tower in Anglesey.
The campaign launched on March
1, the Welsh national day—St.
David’s Day.
Ross Neil, executive creative director at WCRS, which organized the
campaign: “By taking a well-known
symbol of sunburn like the lobster
and swapping it for the Welsh
Dragon at a time we know Welsh
eyes will undoubtedly be on their
national flag, and launching this on
the first day of spring—a time of
year when surfers and other at risk
groups head back outdoors—we
hope to raise awareness for Skin
Care Cymru’s initiative but also
raise a smile at a time of celebration for Wales.”
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Match that Flag!

What Was that Flag? Answers to the last quiz

By David Ferriday

By Tony Burton

Can you match these seven monocolored flags with what they represent? List the letters for each color.

These seven flags all bear an image
of a vessel under sail. All appear
to face the hoist, while the flags
they bear face the hoist or the fly,
depending on whether the vessel is
sailing with or into the wind. Scott
Mainwaring spoke on the concept
of “forward”/directionality on
flags at NAVA 50 in San José.

Tokelau (New Zealand)

Gabon—President (1960–1990)

Marsa (Malta)

Aden Colony (UK, 1924–1964)
Nordland (Norway)

City of Sydney (NSW, Australia)

St. Pierre et Miquelon (France)
A A Problem
B Anarchism
C Communism
D Do Not Move (railroad)
E Extra Train (railroad)
F Faster Motorcycle Approaching (racing)
G Hazardous Conditions (auto racing)
H Islamic Banner of the Eagle
I Islamic Emirate of Afghanistan (1996–97)
J Jellyfish Present (beach)
K Kingdom of France
L Libya (1977–2011)
M Medium Hazard (beach)

Congrats to Bill Neckrock for
correctly identifying all 7 flags.
N Minamoto Clan (Japan, 1180–1185)
O No Quarter
P Parley Offered
Q Penalty (football)
R Proceed with Care (railroad)
S Quarantine
T Return to Pits (auto racing)
U Slow Car (auto racing)
V Start (auto racing)
W Stop the Race (auto racing)
X Surrender
Y Taira Clan (Japan, 1180–1185)
Z Umayyad Dynasty
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Portland Flag Miscellany

The Oregonian 2/11/17

Portland’s law enforcement leadership uses the national, state, and city flags
as a backdrop for official press events.
In VT #50 we reported how they’d used the 1969–2002 Portland flag until 2015,
when the police media relations officer thanked the PFA for calling the
anachronism to their attention. They use the current flag now.

The local 2-person company Little Bay
Root (a play on “Little Beirut”, reflecting Portland’s left-leaning politics),
sells a Portland flag t-shirt, with this
explanation. littlebayroot.com

May Meeting
The next meeting of the Portland
Flag Association will be at 7 p.m.,
Thursday, 11 May, 2017 at Mary’s
Woods, the retirement village of
John Schilke, 17400 Holy Names
Drive, Lake Oswego.
See the map at right.
We look forward to seeing those
of you who have missed recent
meetings and engaging in provocative flag-related discussion.
Newcomers are welcome!
If you can’t get to the meeting,
perhaps you can give the editor
something to share with readers.
April 2017

Enter the DUROCHER parking lot. The number (17440) is over
the entrance area of the apartment building. Park in an empty (free)
space with a BLUE FLAG in the parking area. If nobody’s at the
door, call John’s cell phone: 503-459-1213.
The Vexilloid Tabloid , founded in 1999 by the late John Hood, is published bi-monthly by and for
the Portland Flag Association—Portland, Oregon, U.S.A. Find back issues at www.portlandflag.org.

