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By Ted Kaye

We’re tracking 100+ city flag redesign efforts across the US and
Canada. A key lesson learned: it is
vital to line up political support for
flag change. Advance approval of
the concept and process from
elected officials greatly increases
the likelihood of the successful
adoption of a new flag design.
However, in two recent cases,
cities proceeded through a full
flag-design process but then
rejected the outcome.
With a 1965 flag some described
as “roadkill”, Laconia, New
Hampshire, recently sponsored
a flag-design contest. It received
over 100 submissions, which the
flag committed narrowed down to
six finalists. The city had supported the process and offered $1,000
in prize money. However, in

Designing the flag is the
easy part...

—Peter Ansoff,
former president of NAVA

Current flag of Laconia, N.H. (1965)

New flag of Cedar Park, Texas (2016),
withdrawn shortly after adoption.

November 2016, after seeing the
finalists, the city council reversed
its position and voted 5–1 to retain
the current flag.
In Cedar Park, Texas, the city
council adopted the winner of a
flag-design contest and unveiled
it in a large community celebration
in December 2016. The city spent
$6,985 for flags at city facilities and
for desktop flags.
A Facebook-driven public backlash ensued, protesting the lack of
a vote by the public and resistance
to the barbed-wire imagery. The
city council quickly took down all
the flags and sent the 250 original
submissions to the city’s Parks,
Arts, and Community Enrichment
Board, asking it to narrow down
the designs in anticipation of a
public vote.
Sometimes you just can’t win!

If you wish to compliment the editor, or to contribute in the future, contact Ted Kaye
at 503-223-4660 or editor@portlandflag.org. If you wish to complain, call your mother.
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September 2017 Flutterings You Need to Know
In our September meeting, hosted
by Scott Mainwaring, 10 PFA
members enjoyed a lively 3+hour
evening of flags. In the usual role
of the host, Scott moderated the
discussion.
Ted Kaye described the development of the Orca Protectors flag
(see p. 4) and led the group answering August’s quiz. In his postICV 27 travels in August he toured
Ireland and Northern Ireland,
bringing back 23 flags—sports,
political, historical, provincial, and
national. He unfurled them all.
David Anchel described his
monthly column in the Portland
Tribune. In fact, in the September
17 issue he detailed the history of
Portland’s flag.

Ted Kaye shows the flag of Belfast, Northern Ireland, one of many he’d acquired
in recent travels, as Max Liberman looks on.

Michael Orelove brought a
“Maryland” U.S. flag—a garden
banner with seven stars and stripes.
He explained how the Oregon flag
is constructed (usually three-ply)

Nathaniel Mainwaring describes
his flag for “42”.
Dave Anchel responds to questions
about his Portland Tribune column.

then showed a printed version
without the beaver reverse. He
gave away an 8’x12’ Oregon flag.

Michael Orelove reveals the reverse
of a printed Oregon flag,
without the beaver.
October 2017

John Niggley showed his highschool daughter’s innovative
graphic design project—to create
a Portland alphabet. The letter
“F” incorporates flags (including
Portland’s—see p. 12). He also
announced the International Vegan
Flag (see p. 10)—which bears an
uncanny resemblance to those of
NAVA and the PFA.

Nathaniel Mainwaring had chosen
42 in math class as a number to
explore, and created a “do-ityourself” flag dedicated to it, with
a sly reference to The Hitchhiker’s
Guide to the Galaxy.

John Niggley announces the
International Vegan Flag.
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Fred Paltridge wears his latest
commemorative hat—honoring
the victims of 9/11.

Fred Paltridge riffed on 42, noting
that it was Jackie Robinson’s uniform number (and the title of the
recent biographical movie about
him). He joked about Easterners’
mispronunciation of “Oregon”,
saying “it hasn’t gone anywhere—
it’s still here. He described how he
collects and wears customized hats,
and showed his new hat honoring
the victims of 9/11.
Scott Mainwaring displayed several
flags from recent travels, including
those of Dartmouth College, York
(the English county), and Amsterdam. He gave away misprinted
(elongated) Portland flag bumper
stickers and past NAVA publications.
Max Liberman reported on ICV
27, held in London in August.

David Ferriday offers a stick-waver Union Jack from his recent acquisitions,
as Nathaniel Mainwaring and Fred Paltridge listen.

Scott Mainwaring stumps the crowd
with the “big green” flag of
Dartmouth College.

Max represented the PFA at the
FIAV general assembly, where
the Slovenian bid to host the 2021
congress in Ljubljana was accepted
and the PFA’s proposal to adopt
October 1 as World Vexillology
Day (“Vexiday”) was approved
(see p. 8).
We made plans to celebrate
Vexiday in Portland by reprising
our flag display at Salmon Street
Springs, on the waterfront in
downtown Portland on Sunday,
October 1 (see p. 6).

Max Liberman explains the ICV 27
flag as Ken Dale looks on.

David Ferriday shared some
flag-related cartoons and a 5’x8’

Ken Dale reflects on patriotic songs
and Francis Scott Key.

Oregon flag he’d found at Goodwill. He gave away several flags
and flag-related items.
Ken Dale led a discussion of patriotic songs and Francis Scott Key
(and his connection to F. Scott
Fitzgerald).
Our next meeting will be at the
studio of David Ferriday on
11 November. He has recently
reorganized his space there. He
took the Portland Flag Association
flag home with him, the customary
task of the next host.
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Roundup

A “Net Neutrality” flag, featured on
Reddit in July 2017.

Here’s a challenge—who will compile and send us a collection of
Gadsden-Flag-inspired variants?
Don’t send versions of the snakeon-a-flag (see https://
www.dailydot.com/unclick/donttread-on-me-snake-parodies/), but
alternative messages using the
same “don’t ____ me” theme.

The “Trash Isles” flag, unveiled in
September 2017 to highlight pollution
in the North Pacific.

In a scathing stunt, a group of activists in the UK are lobbying the
United Nations to recognize the
mass of trash in the North Pacific
as an actual country, so that the
world’s real governments will have
to help to clean it up.
Titled “Trash Isles,” the campaign
kicked off with a letter to the UN
formally requesting recognition as
a nation state, signed by nonprofit
network The Plastic Oceans Foundation and publisher LADBible.
October 2017

The Orca Protectors Flag, 2017
San Juan Islands, Washington.

The activist coalition Orca Protectors recently adopted a burgeeshaped logo and flag. Symbolizing
their member organizations’ shared
goal of protecting the iconic
marine mammals, the flag depicts
three orcas (killer whales) with
their distinctive dorsal fins and
black-and-white markings, in the
dark blue sea and under the light
blue sky.
Shaun Hubbard designed it to
represent the umbrella group of 16
organizations in Washington’s San
Juan Islands devoted to the orcas

in the Salish Sea. They seek to
limit the risk of a major oil spill by
enacting legislation against Kinder
Morgan’s pipeline extension from
the Alberta Tar sands and oil shipments that threaten the habitat of
the orcas and other marine life.
The designer’s goal was to create
an image that says “Orca whales in
their natural clean environment.”
The pennant shape avoids redundancy with the logos of the constituent groups and creates a connection to the yachting community
and waterfront property owners.

16 organizations comprise Orca Protectors,
whose burgee-shaped logo doubles as the group’s flag.
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100 Days Action Resistance Flag
Cristina Victor, a Bay Area artist,
activist, and NAVA member,
recently created a flag for the
organization 100 Days Action.
She writes: “I met with the 100
Days Action crew to design an
image and create a flag that stands
for inclusiveness and the long-term
reverberations of small acts of
resistance against the current political administration. We marched
this flag across the Golden Gate
Bridge on June 14th, Flag Day, as
well as Trump’s birthday.
“100 Days Action is a counternarrative to the Trump Administration’s 100-day plan. A calendar of
activist and artistic strategy, 100
Days Action is a call to thinkers,
artists, and writers to propose

Waving flags at the Golden Gate
Bridge on Flag Day, 2017.

Cristina Victor flies her 100 Days
Action Resistance Flag.

gestures that can be carried out
either at home or in the world.”
Los Angeles’s Gas Dot Gallery
founder and curator Cesti Moss
became interested in the flag after
the march, and displayed it in the
gallery’s inaugural exhibit.

100 Days Action members
demonstrate in San Francisco.
Sources: http://cristinavictor.com/100-days-actionresistance-flag; https://100daysaction.net/

The Mt. Rushmore State
By Michael Orelove

Kathleen and I recently took a trip
to South Dakota to see Mt. Rushmore. I took my South Dakota
flag along for photo opportunities.
At the monument is an “Avenue
of Flags”, which was initially established as part of the celebration of
America’s Bicentennial in
1976. The 56 flags represent the
country’s 50 states, 5 territories,
and the District of Columbia.
The flag of South Dakota includes
the state seal surrounded by the
words “SOUTH DAKOTA” and
“THE MOUNT RUSHMORE
STATE”. Interestingly, the state
seal includes images of a farmer,

Michael Orelove and the 56-flag
display at Mount Rushmore.

horses and plow, a steamboat, a
smelting furnace, cattle, trees, a
river, and other things—but no
image of Mt. Rushmore.
It was a very hot day and while on
a trail beneath the monument I
fainted. When I woke up I saw
Abraham Lincoln looking down at

The South Dakota state flag makes an
appearance at Mount Rushmore.

me. I was OK but because of previous heart issues the park rangers
called for an ambulance and took
me to the hospital. Thanks, Abe,
for looking out for me!
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Vexiday: The Second World Vexillology Day in Portland
By Scott Mainwaring

On 1 October the flag world again
came together to commemorate
the day dedicated to the celebration
of flags and flag studies. World
Vexillology Day (“Vexiday” for
short) is an annual celebration,
organized for the second time this
year by vexillological associations
around the world. (See http://
vexiday.org for more information.)
Members of the Portland Flag
Association staged a flag display
at Salmon Street Springs, a public
plaza along the Willamette River
in Tom McCall Waterfront Park.
They flew over 35 flags and engaged passersby with explanations
of vexillology and games of “name
that flag”. They handed out leaflets and Portland flag postcards.
While the weather produced Portland’s traditional “liquid sunshine”,

Patrick Genna, Nathaniel Mainwaring, and Max Liberman
try their vexi-knowledge in identifying flags.

the mood remained upbeat.
FIAV has endorsed Vexiday,
noting that 1 October marked the
birth of modern vexillology with
the first Flag Bulletin in 1961.
We hope to share images from
Vexiday around the world in the
next issue. Please send write-ups
and images to info@vexiday.org
or post online with the
hashtag #vexiday.

Michael Orelove explains the Oregon flag’s unusual reverse
to a group of visitors from Minnesota.
October 2017

A Portlander, recently returned from
living in Belfast, enjoyed the flags of
Ireland and Northern Ireland.

Max Liberman adjusts the U.S. flag,
amid comments on the flag code.

Portland Flag Association

Scott and Henry Mainwaring
enjoy the flag display.

Members of the Portland Flag Association celebrate Vexiday 2017.
From left to right: Michael Orelove, Henry Mainwaring, Scott Mainwaring,
Ted Kaye, Patrick Genna, Nathaniel Mainwaring, and Max Liberman.

Disparate flags fly together at
Salmon Street Springs, a public plaza
in downtown Portland.

Ted Kaye brought all the lines and
clips—and a ladder this time!

Passersby admire some Irish provincial and county sport flags.
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ICV 27 Report—London 2017
By Ted Kaye

London in August...the weather
was “British”. Everything else
went according to plan for the
capable organizers of the 27th
International Congress of Vexillology. Members of the U.K.’s Flag
Institute met a high bar for the
biennial meeting, 6–11 August.
About 145 registrants and companions attended the congress, numbers only exceeded by Berlin in
2007 (165) and Washington in
2011 (187). Attendees came from
30 different countries, 34 if counting Brittany, Catalonia, Frisia, and
Texas (as some self-identified).
From a Sunday evening reception
to an elegant closing banquet on
Friday, participants enjoyed a full
week’s program celebrating flags.
Vexillologists presented over 40
scholarly papers, ranging across
geography, history, design, usage,
conservation, and documentation.
Rachel Phelan received the best
paper award for her masterful description of her conservation of the
Irish Republic flag that had flown
over Dublin’s General Post Office
during the Easter Rising of 1916.

The opening ceremony of ICV 27, at
Queen’s Lawn, Imperial College.
October 2017

Max Liberman represents the PFA in
the FIAV General Assembly.

During the general assembly of
FIAV (the International Federation
of Vexillological Associations, the
body convening the congress), the
2021 congress was awarded to the
Heraldry Society of Slovenia in
Ljubljana, and bids from the Chinese and French were received for
2023 (Beijing) and 2025 (Paris).
The PFA’s proposal to adopt
October 1 as World Vexillology
Day (“Vexiday”) was approved.
Max Liberman again served ably
as the PFA’s representative, as he
has for two past FIAV meetings.
Most of the programming took
place at Imperial College in South
Kensington, a very nice venue near
the Royal Albert Hall.
The 30+ companions enjoyed a
full-week program of their own.
On the traditional tour day,
Wednesday, the entire group
visited the Royal Observatory and
the National Maritime Museum in
Greenwich.
In a poignant event, friends and
colleagues held a memorial service
at Holy Trinity Church for Whitney Smith (1940–2016), the organizer (and namer) of modern vexillology. Longtime Flag Institute
leader Canon John Hall presided.

Lt. Col. Dr. Željko Heimer of Croatia
is named a Laureate of the Federation.

At the traditional closing banquet,
held at the Royal Horseguards
Hotel in Westminster, flag ties
abounded. FIAV granted several
awards, including its highest honor,
Laureate of the Federation, given
to Lt. Col. Dr. Željko Heimer of
Croatia—for his work in establishing the scientific foundations of
vexillology as a social science (see
VT #16, p.5).
We’re grateful for the hard work of
the ICV 27 organizing committee
for a hugely successful congress.

Ralph Kelly (Flag Society of Australia),
Jack Lowe (Chesapeake Bay Flag
Association), and Max Liberman
(Portland Flag Association) enjoy the
closing banquet of ICV 27 at the Royal
Horseguards Hotel.
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A Flag to Commemorate the Arts and Sciences
By David Ferriday

At the last PFA meeting, I showed
my recently-produced Flag of the
Arts and Sciences.
The design of the flag evolved
from several drawings I’d done
some years ago. The first, an ink
drawing in black and white, still
hangs in my studio. A number
of subsequent images in color
followed (some collages, some
with colored pencils).
These were all rather small works,
meant to be matted and framed
and hung on walls. A couple of
these I gave to newborn babes, to
be hung in their nurseries to provide something bright and stimulating and act as an introduction
to the world of form and color.
More recently I’ve been investigating how I might make much larger
images—paintings on board or
canvas, silk screen prints on paper,
or prints on cloth such as flags are
done. Eureka—it could be a flag!
The symbolism of the flag is in the
colors and the geometric forms.

The Flag of the Arts and Sciences, displayed by its designer,
artist and architect David Ferriday.

Black, white, and the three primary
colors are intended to reflect the
world of the arts. The geometric
forms (circle, triangle, square) are
intended to represent the aims of
science—to better understand the
physical reality of our universe.
(Math and geometry were early
investigations into this realm, infi-

nitely wider now, but which is distinctly different from investigations
into art or religion.) It remains to
be seen how a wide audience might
be reached by this flag to embrace
a greater appreciation of the arts
and sciences, which surely are
some of humankind’s better
endeavors.

The predecessor drawings which inspired the flag, from 2000 and 2012. The composition is in perfect balance.
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The International Vegan Flag
By John Niggley

Every important movement in
history has a powerful and memorable flag, but vegans have used
symbols that vary from country to
country. Now a Tel Aviv designer
has created a flag to represent the
entire vegan movement. It bears
an unintentional resemblance to
the flags of NAVA and the PFA.
While not specified in the design’s
description, the “V” shape likely
represents “Vegan” (as it represents “Vexillology” on the flag
group flags).
Gad Hakimi, a graduate of Bezalel
Academy of Art in and Design
Jerusalem, is a senior designer in a
high-tech company. To advance
the vegan cause, he collected
materials from vegan associations
around the world to create branding for the entire concept of
veganism. Consulting guidelines
for creating a flag (perhaps including GFBF), in May he convened
fellow activists (members of the
Vegan Flag Facebook group) to
polish the final design, which
debuted 9 June 2017.
The flag has received extensive
coverage in the international vegan/vegetarian community, with
dozens of articles posted.
Gad explained to one media outlet
how the idea came to him: I wanted to give from myself and my abilities to
promote veganism. I have created a vegan superhero comic. The one thing I
lacked was a flag, which will guide the
character, his identity, and his colors.
October 2017

The International Vegan Flag, announced June 2017.

I have searched the web for a flag and
found nothing, besides a few sketches
which were designed unprofessionally and
were not promoted. They didn’t follow
the basic rules of creating a flag. I have
then decided to design a flag by myself, the
same way like the rainbow flag of the
LGBT movement. The flag will be identified with all the vegans, first as a concept, and then as mainstream.
The flag’s comprehensive website
(www.veganflag.org) describes its
construction and meaning: “The
flag is divided into a grid of 5 by 5
as agreed upon in the design of
country flags. As vegans it is our
duty to protect all the animals
wherever they are: land, sea, and
air. We chose the colors that represent these values: White—light,
goodness, success, beginning;
Green—land, life, nature, energy,
harmony; Blue—sky, sea, faith,
truth, heaven; 3 triangles form a V
shape in their inner space.” The
colors are Pantone 354c (green)
and 3005c (blue).

The international vegan flag is
open-source; the creators hope that
it will be widely flown. It is available for purchase on eBay.

The NAVA flag, designed in 1967
by Harry Manogg, incorporating
a “V” and the colors of the flags of
the U.S. and Canada.

The PFA flag, designed by Scott
Mainwaring (with adjustments by
David Ferriday), incorporating
a “V” and the colors of the flag of
Portland, adopted in 2010.

11

Portland Flag Association

What’s that Flag?

What Was that Flag?

By John Cartledge

By Tony Burton

Can you name these seven flags,
and identify their common theme?

Of course, the theme of these
flags was yellow and red stripes.

Answers in the next issue…

Kudos to solvers Mike Thomas,
John Cartledge, and Bill Neckrock.

Catalunya

Provence (France)—traditional) /
Crown of Aragon (after 1241)

Balearic Islands (Spain)

Northumberland (England)

Valencia (Spain)

Vietnam (1890–1920) / South Vietnam
(1954–1975)

Vietnam, Imperial (1920–1945) / NATO signal
flag number 2 / Podivin / Grand Duchy of
Baden (1819–1918) / Gorzyca, Zuid-Holland
(1948–1985) / Werne / Wingene
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Portland Flag Miscellany

Zazzle.com offers this elongated version of the Portland flag as a bumper sticker.
It presents an interesting variant, perhaps unintentional.

FLAG JOKE
How did the Founding
Fathers choose our
country’s flag?
They took a flag poll...
PLEASE SEND US YOUR JOKES!

Emma Niggley’s
very creative
“Alphabet Guide
to Portland” uses
the city flag as
part of the letter
“F”.

On 29 July, the 90th birthday of
the late Harry Oswald
(co-founder of the PFA),
his admirers in Rostrenen, Brittany,
flew the Oregon and Portland flags
in his honor.

November Meeting
The next meeting of the Portland
Flag Association will be at 7 PM,
Thursday, 11 November 2017, at
the studio of David Ferriday,
1801 N.W Upshur St., Room 330,
Portland, Oregon 97209.
See the map at right.
We look forward to seeing those
of you who have missed recent
meetings and engaging in provocative flag-related discussion.
Newcomers are welcome!
If you can’t get to the meeting,
perhaps you can give the editor
something to share with readers.
October 2017

The Vexilloid Tabloid , founded in 1999 by the late John Hood, is published bi-monthly by and for
the Portland Flag Association—Portland, Oregon, U.S.A. Find back issues at www.portlandflag.org.

